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1.1 What is a geographer?1.1

Geography happens every minute of the day
1 Find a news report in a newspaper or from a website and stick it in the space below.

2 Describe what the story is about. You may wish  
to use the questions to help you.

I think it is geographical because 

3 Is your story mostly about the physical world – the work of rivers, seas, ice, or weather 
and climate ; the human world – where people live and work ; the environmental world – 
habitats?

I think the story is mostly about the  world because it 
involves  .

I think the story is about both the  and the  world 
because it involves  .

I think the story is about how physical / human world activities affect the  

environment because it involves . 

Where is the story set?

What is this place like?

What happened at that place?

How is that place changing/has it changed?

Who is/was affected by the changes?

How does the story make you feel?
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1.2 How has our knowledge of the 
world progressed over time?

Mapmaking in the past, in the present, and in the future
1 Study the two images below. Map A was created by Eratosthenes 2300 years ago and the 

satellite image A was taken in 2000. Draw arrows to the following modern day areas on each 
image.

2 a) What do you think is the most useful aspect of Eratosthenes’ map?

b) What is the biggest disadvantage you would have using it?

3 Go to www.google.co.uk/maps. How could you use each of the following features when 
investigating an area?

a) Map view b) Street view

c) Zoom  d) Satellite image 

Image A: Satellite imageMap A: Eratosthenes’ map

a The British Isles

b Scandinavia

c North Africa

d Italian Peninsula
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1.3

Locating the major physical features of Europe
1 Complete the table by naming the country where you can find these mountain ranges. If the 

mountain range is in more than one country, name at least two of them.

Mountain range Country/countries

The Scandinavian Mountains

The Ural Mountains

The North West Highlands and Grampians

The Pyrenees

The Alps

The Apennines

The Carpathians

The Caucasus Mountains

The Balkan Mountains Bulgaria and Serbia

European countries bordering Russia
1 Make a list of the European countries that have a land border with Russia.

Black Sea

North
Atlantic
Ocean

Bay of
Biscay

Celtic
Sea

White Sea

Caspian Sea

Norwegian
Sea

 Barents Sea

FRANCE

TURKEY

POLAND

UNITED
KINGDOM

PO
RT

U
G

A
L

BELARUS

RUSSIA

FINLAND

GERMANY

ITALY

SPAIN

UKRAINE

GREECE

SWEDEN

NORWAY

SWITZ.

ESTONIA

LATVIA

LITHUANIA

AZERBAIJAN
ARMENIA

IRELAND

BELGIUM
LUX.

NETHERLANDS

DENMARK

SLOVAKIA

ALBANIA

HUNGARY

ROMANIA
CROATIA

SLOVENIA

SERBIA

MACEDONIA

MONTENEGRO
KOSOVA BULGARIA

CZECH REP.

ICELAND

MALTA
CYPRUS

Baltic
Sea
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AUSTRIA MOLDOVA

GEORGIA

400 km0
N

Map A: Europe

2 Complete these sentences.

a) Russia’s border with Poland and Lithuania is unusual because 

b) Other countries, like Turkey and Sweden, do not have a land border with Russia but are a 

short distance away across the  

and  seas.
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Lines of latitude and longitude on world maps
1 Circle the correct words to complete the following sentences.

a) The imaginary lines that circle the Earth from side to side are  
called lines of latitude / longitude.

b) The imaginary lines that circle the Earth from top to bottom  
are called lines of latitude / longitude.

c) Lines of latitude show us how far north or south / east or west a 
place is from the Equator.

d) Lines of longitude show us how far north or south / east or west a 
place is from the Prime Meridian.

2 Look at Map A below.

a) Label the main lines of latitude: the Equator [0°], the Tropic of Cancer [23½° North], the 
Tropic of Capricorn [23½° South], the Arctic Circle [66½° North] and the Antarctic Circle 
[66½° South].

b) Label the main line of longitude: the Prime Meridian [0° East or West].

60ºS

80ºS

60ºN

80ºN0º 20ºE20ºW 60ºE60ºW 100ºE100ºW 140ºE140ºW

40ºN

20ºS

40ºS

20ºN

0º

Map A: Lines of latitude
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B

D

A
C

Map B: Africa

3 Look at Map B.

a) Carefully label: the Equator, 20° North and South, 0° – the 
Prime Meridian, 20° West, and 20°, 40° and 60° East.

b) Which of the cities marked A–D is at 0° North 32½° East? 
On the map label it Kampala.

c) Which of the cities marked A–D is at 9½° North and 14° West? 
On the map label it Conakry.

d) Which of the cities marked A–D is at 0° North and 9° East? 
On the map label it Libreville.

e) Which of the cities marked A–D is at 19° South and 47½° East? 
On the map label it Antananarivo.

f) On the map label Accra, which is at 5½° North and 0° West.

Each degree 
of latitude or 
longitude can 
be divided into 
60 minutes. 
30 minutes is 
the same as 
half a degree. 
Antananarivo’s 
full latitude and 
longitude in an 
atlas might read 
18 52S 47 30E.
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1.5

How maps represent the real world using scale
1 Draw lines to match the names to the way scale is represented on a map.

A statement of scale 1:50 000

Ratio scale 0 2 4 6 8 10 Km

Linear scale Two centimetres represent one kilometre

2 Complete the table below to show how large scale and small scale maps are different.

Large scale map Small scale map

Area A large area is covered on one map

Buildings/ features Individual building shapes and field outlines 
shown

Ratio scale Usually 1: 50 000 or 1: 250 000

Uses Planning

3 Study the road map below.
Town 1

Town 2

Town 3 Town 4

a)  If the map linear scale is 1 cm represents 1 km, how far is it from Town 1 to Town 4 
by road? 

b)  How far is it as the crow flies from Town 1 to Town 4? 

4 Study the road map below. 

	

Town 1

Town 2 Town 3

Town 4

Town 5

a) How far is it as the crow flies from Town 1 to Town 4? The map scale on this map  
is 1: 50 000 or 2 cm represents 1 km.

b) How far is it from Town 1 to Town 5 by road?

c) How far is it as the crow flies from Town 1 to Town 5?

d) If a new road linked Town 2 to Town 4, how much shorter would the journey from Town 1 
to Town 5 be?
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1.5 Why do we use OS maps 
to investigate places?
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