
The fi rst edition had strengths, widely recognised by teachers – namely, the depth of 
content, good spec coverage and stretch for higher attainers. But it’s been some years now 
and we’ve had time to refl ect and think how we could improve the book. 

 • First, the world is changing fast and a lot has happened since 2016 – not least Brexit! 
  Many of you want your textbook to refl ect this. We have updated statistics, graphs 
  and maps throughout the book, particularly in the chapters on human geography. 

 • Second, many of you wanted more exam-style questions in the book. Having been 
  through two annual rounds of the new GCSE exams, it is a lot clearer what the exam   
  board expectations are. We include more exam-style questions in the new edition. 

 • Third, you wanted the book to be more accessible for students. This second edition
  aims to do this, without over simplifying the text, by revisiting activities with a 
  better balance of AO1, AO2, AO3 and AO4 tasks.

 We have updated or changed the case-studies, so that none are more than ten years old. This 
applies particularly to natural hazards of which, unfortunately, there have been plenty since the 
fi rst edition. One unusual change was in the chapter on Lagos, where the fl oating school we 
featured in the fi rst edition collapsed. Geography is nothing if unpredictable.

To help with Paper 3, we’ve provided a worked example of the issue evaluation, including 
resources you might expect to fi nd in the pre-release booklet. The example we chose – the 
expansion of Heathrow Airport – has turned out to be one of the issues in the news in 2020. 
A good example of the relevance of geography!

John Widdowson
Series Editor

WHY A NEW EDITION OF AQA 
GCSE GEOGRAPHY?
Good question! Given the success of the fi rst edition, 
why write another one? Well, like the best teachers, 
most textbook authors don’t want to rest on their 
laurels. There is always room for improvement, and 
that’s how we felt about AQA GCSE Geography.


