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on the latest geographical  
issues.

AQA A-LEVEL GEOGRAPHY, FOURTH EDITION
FOR THE 2016 SPECIFICATION

Textbook and Student eTextbook selected for AQA’s official approval process



2 3

The Whiteboard eTextbook 
has not been entered into 
the AQA approval process

AQA A-level Geography, Fourth Edition 
Student Book

Authors: Malcolm Skinner, Paul Abbiss, Phil Banks,  
Helen Fyfe and Ian Whittaker

Encourage every student to develop in-depth knowledge and advanced geographical  
skills with this Student Book from the leading A-level Geography publisher*; updated 
for 2016 with detailed content coverage, fascinating case studies and assessment 
preparation materials.

• Enables students of all abilities to increase, apply and revise their subject knowledge as they 
work through clear explanations of key terms and topics

• Brings geographical theory to life by providing a rich source of up-to-date case studies for 
each physical and human topic

• Builds the core, cartographic, graphical, statistical and ICT skills that students need to maximise 
their potential through a dedicated skills section tailored to AQA’s 2016 specification

• Helps students engage with challenging concepts, reflect on their learning and map their 
progress with pointer questions throughout and end-of-chapter review questions

• Allows AS and A-level students to approach their exams with confidence by undertaking a 
variety of practice questions written by subject specialists with examining experience

• Supports you in planning relevant and exciting fieldwork projects that meet the changed 
fieldwork and investigation requirements

Whiteboard  
eTextbook
An online, interactive version 
of the printed textbook that 
enables you to:

• Display interactive pages to 
your class

• Add notes and highlight 
areas of the text

• Insert double-page spreads 
into your lesson plans

Student  
eTextbook
A downloadable version of the 
printed textbook that you can 
assign to students so they can:

• Download and view on any 
device or browser

• Add, edit and synchronise 
notes across two devices

• Access their personal copy 
on the move

* Taken from Educational Publishers 
Council statistics

Student Book in print  
and digital formats

How does the Student Book support teaching 
and learning?

Also available in two eTextbook formats:

Selected for AQA’s official 
approval process

Selected for AQA’s official approval process

To request an Inspection Copy, sign up for free, no obligation 30-day eTextbook trials or place an 
order, fill in the order form or visit www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Geography/ALevel/AQA

To request an Inspection Copy or place an order, fill in the order form or visit  
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Geography/ALevel/AQA

Chapter

Drylands are found at all latitudes around the globe, 
but most hot desert environments are arid regions 
of the world located at mid and low latitudes on or 
around the tropics. These areas are arid, receiving 
little or no rainfall, with sparse or no vegetation. Due 
to their extreme climate hot desert environments are 
sparsely populated.

In this chapter you will study:
● the global distribution of mid- and low-latitude 

deserts and their margins
● the climate, soil and vegetation characteristics of 

hot deserts and their margins
● the processes leading to aridity in hot deserts and 

their margins
● the systems and processes leading to the 

development of hot desert landscapes
● desertifi cation – its causes, consequences and 

alternative futures for local populations.

Introduction to hot desert 
environments and their margins

Deserts as natural systems

The introduction to Chapter 1: Water and carbon 
cycles outlined how many aspects of physical 
geography can be studied using a systems approach 
and you should read that section carefully before 
reading further here. This chapter explores the 
landscapes of hot desert environments and their 
margins and we will see that they are open systems 

with a range of inputs, components, transfers and 
outputs that combine to create one of the most 
distinctive types of landscapes on Earth. Figures 2.01a 
and 2.01b illustrate the open system of a desert 
landscape and how desertification can be viewed as an 
example of a positive feedback system. They highlight 
many of the ideas that are explored in detail in the rest 
of the chapter.

Decreased
agricultural and
livestock yields

Soil quality is degraded
and reduced vegetation
leaves soil exposed to
erosion by water and

wind

Desertification

Local populations
increase livestock

numbers and extend
and intensify
cultivation

Deforestation and
overgrazing occur

Figure 2.01b Positive feedback in a hot desert environment - 
desertifi cation

Global distribution

Deserts cover over a fifth of the surface of the Earth, 
however hot desert environments and their margins 
generally run in parallel belts north and south of the 
Equator in hot arid and semi-arid mid and low-latitude 
locations.

Almost all hot deserts landscapes in the northern 
hemisphere are located towards the west of continents. 

 2 Hot desert systems and 
landscapes
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Figure 2.01a A hot desert landscape as an open system
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that considers the role of the Antarctic region as part of 
the Earth system.

In addition to carrying out its primary scientific role, 
SCAR also operates in an advisory capacity to the ATCM 
and other organisations such as the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
and the IPCC. It advises on the science and conservation 
affecting the governance of Antarctica and the Southern 
Ocean and makes recommendations on a wide range 
of related issues. Some have been adopted by the 
international agreements of the ATS to provide protection 
for the ecology and environment of the Antarctic.

For more information on SCAR, visit the website at 
www.scar.org.

Fieldwork opportunities

Assess the level of globalisation affecting your local 
area:

1 Visit a local car park when full and take a systematic 
sample of 50 cars, making a note of the manufacturer.

a)  Identify the country of origin of the named 
manufacturer.

b)  Identify the place of fi nal assembly (you will have 
to check this online).

c) Plot the data graphically.

2 Visit a local supermarket. Pre-select 20 grocery 
items to include at least fi ve items of fresh fruit or 
vegetables.

a) Identify the countries of origin of each item.

b)  Identify the percentage of items certifi ed as either 
i) fair trade or ii) organic.

c) Plot the data as a pie chart.

Review questions

1 What is meant by globalisation?

2 Outline the main factors that have contributed to the 
process of globalisation.

3 Assess the extent to which international trade and 
variable access to markets have impacted upon 
people’s lives across the globe.

4 Discuss the following statement using evidence from 
this chapter.

 ‘The benefi ts of globalisation (economic growth, 
development, integration and stability) outweigh the 
costs of globalisation. (inequality, injustice, confl ict 
and environmental impact.)’

5 What is meant by global governance?

6 To what extent do the various international 
organisations and global summits contribute to a 
more sustainable future?

7 How successful has the Antarctic Treaty System 
been in protecting Antarctica from its many 
threats?

Further reading

General:

www.wto.org – World Trade Organisation

www.un.org – United Nations

www.unctad.info – UN Conference on Trade and 
Development

www.economist.com – The Economist

Globalisation:

McKinsey Global Institute – Global fl ows in a digital age

OECD report – A global or semi-global village? 
(1990s to today)

www.itseducation.asia/globalisation.htm – Globalisation, 
wealth, poverty and sustainability

www.polity.co.uk – Global transformations 

Trade and TNCs:

www.ey.com – Changes in geography, supply, sectors

www.prople.hofstra.edu – Transportation, globalisation 
and trade

www.globalissues.org – The Banana Trade War

Global systems and governance (including Sustainable 
Development Goals):

Department for International Development (DFID) – 
Sovereignty and Global Governance 

http://wealthofthecommons.org/essay/common-
heritage-mankind-bold-doctrine-kept-within-strict-
boundaries – The wealth of the Commons

UN System Task Team on the post-2015 Agenda – Global 
governance and governance of the global commons 

UNEP report – Environmental governance

Antarctica:

www.discoveringantarctica.org.uk – educational website 
for The British Antarctic Survey

www.asoc.org – Antarctic and Southern Oean Alliance
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The major hot desert areas of the northern hemisphere 
include:

● the Mojave, Sonoran, Great Basin and Chihuahuan 
deserts in North America

● the Sahara in North Africa and Somali-Ethiopian 
deserts in the Horn of Africa

● the Arabian, Iranian and Thar deserts stretching 
from the Red Sea through the Middle East to 
Pakistan and India in Asia.

In the southern hemisphere hot desert areas include:

● the Atacama desert in South America

● the Namib, Kalahari and Karoo deserts in southern 
Africa

● the Great Sandy (Western), Great Victoria and 
Simpson deserts, and others, in Australia.

Key question

What reasons can you think of to explain 
this distribution?

?

Key terms

Arid – The climate of an area that receives less than 
250 mm of precipitation per year.

Aridity index – The ratio between precipitation (P) and 
potential evapotranspiration (PET).

Continentality – The impact of increasing distance from 
the coast on the climate of an area.

Desert – An arid environment receiving very low levels 
of rainfall.

Semi-arid – The climate of an area that receives 
between 250 and 500 mm of precipitation per year.

Water balance – The relationship between the annual 
precipitation received and the amount of water lost to 
potential evapotranspiration.

Water and aridity index and the climate, 
soil and vegetation characteristics of hot 
desert environments

Aridity index
A desert is most simply defined as an arid environment 
receiving very low levels of rainfall. Typically hot 
deserts are categorised as arid receiving less than 
250 mm precipitation per year and semi-arid receiving 
250–500 mm precipitation per year. However, this 
is very simplistic and the categorisation of deserts is 
varied and complex. Deserts are classified as hot and 
cold, sandy and rocky, foggy and sunny, and barren, 

Deserts 
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Figure 2.02 The location of major hot desert environments
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Chapter introductions outline the key content 
and help students track their learning

Fieldwork opportunities are highlighted, helping 
you plan relevant human and physical projects 
that meet the changed assessment requirements

Key questions encourage students to think more deeply 
about the content and generate whole-class discussion

Clear explanations guide you and your students 
through each topic in the new specification

End-of-chapter review questions enable 
students to consolidate their learning and 
identify areas for further revision

Further reading suggestions develop the 
independent study skills students need at 
A-level and beyond

Key terms are defined throughout, equipping students 
with high-level geographical vocabulary

Available via Dynamic Learning Available via Dynamic Learning

AQA A-level Geography 
Student eTextbook

9781471859083

From £9 + VAT per  
student

Available: Jul/Aug  2016

AQA A-level Geography Student 
Book

9781471858697

£35.99

Available: Jun/Jul 2016

AQA A-level Geography 
Whiteboard eTextbook

9781471859038

From £200 + VAT for 
access until Dec 2018

Available: Jun/Jul 2016
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To request Inspection Copies or place an order, fill in the order form or visit  
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Geography/ALevel/AQA

Digital teaching resources – 
taking the textbook to the  
next level
Dynamic Learning Teaching and  
Learning Resources
Simplify your planning and deliver interactive, exam-focused lessons with 
AQA-specific digital resources that support and enhance the content of the 
Student Book, providing all the teacher tools and learning materials you need 
to get to grips with the changed curriculum content.

• Supports the Student Book with bespoke resources mapped against the AQA 
specification, answers to all the practice questions in the textbook and case study 
material

• Boosts your confidence teaching unfamiliar topics with key content PowerPoints that 
feature lesson starters, discussion questions and skills-focused activities

• Develops core geographical skills and understanding through ’skills in the spec’ 
guidance resources and self-marking knowledge-check tests

• Ensures that all students are able to learn and progress by supplying ready-made 
worksheets that support the activities in the Student Book and provide homework 
tasks

• Thoroughly prepares you and your students for assessment with exam technique 
guidance, tips for answering different question types and advice on the fieldwork and 
investigation requirements

• Includes links to videos, animations, quizzes, GIS and apps that bring topics to life, 
increase understanding and encourage further study

Available via Dynamic Learning

To sign up for a free, no obligation Dynamic Learning trial or place an order, fill in the order form or 
visit www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Geography/ALevel/AQA4

A-level Geography Teaching and 
Learning Resources

9781471861321

From £250 + VAT for access until 
Dec 2018

Available: Summer 2016

Exam practice and rolling revision
AQA A-level Geography Student Guides
Author: David Redfern

Reinforce students’ geographical understanding throughout their course; clear 
topic summaries with sample questions and answers help students improve their 
exam technique and achieve their best.

Written by a teacher with extensive examining experience, these guides:

• Help students identify what they need to know with a concise summary of the topics 
examined at AS and A-level

• Consolidate understanding through assessment tips and knowledge-check questions

• Offer opportunities for students to improve their exam technique by consulting sample 
graded answers to exam-style questions

• Develop independent learning and research skills

• Provide the content students need to produce their own revision notes

AQA AS/A-level Geography 
Student Guide 1: Water and 
carbon cycles; Hot desert 
systems and landscapes; Coastal 
systems and landscapes; Glacial 
systems and landscapes

9781471864049

£9.99

Available: Oct 2016

AQA AS/A-level Geography 
Student Guide 2: Global 
systems and Global governance; 
Changing places

9781471864032

£9.99

Available: Oct 2016

AQA A-level Geography Student 
Guide 3

9781471864186

£9.99

Available: Jul 2017

AQA AS/A-level Geography 
Workbook 1

9781471883156

£5.99

Available: Feb 2017

AQA A-level Geography Student 
Guide 4

9781471864179

£9.99

Available: Sep 2017

AQA AS/A-level Geography 
Workbook 2

9781471883699

£5.99

Available: Feb 2017

AQA A-level Geography Workbooks
Authors: Phil Banks and Paul Abbiss

Create confident and well-prepared students with exam practice workbooks that cover all the core and optional 
topics for the new AQA assessment requirements; brought to you by the leading A-level Geography publisher and 
a team of expert teachers and examiners.

Our Student Workbooks build understanding of each topic and develop the exam skills students need, as well as providing you 
with ready-made lesson solutions.

• Supplement key resources such as textbooks with targeted, topic-by-topic exam practice that enables students to apply  
their learning

• Help students understand examination language and command words as they become familiar with different question types

• Reinforce knowledge and understanding through condensed topic summaries and exam-style activities

• Encourage students to undertake independent learning and assessment by supplying answers to all questions online

• Offer time-saving and economical solutions for classwork, extension or revision tasks

Helps you with... What’s included?

Planning 

Front of class 

Classroom  
and homework  
activities 

Exam preparation 
and assessment

47 key content PowerPoints with 
lesson starters, discussion questions   
  and skills-focused activities  

12 key terms PowerPoints

22 case study information sheets

12 further reading lists with links to 
videos, animations, quizzes, GIS and apps  

24 self-marking knowledge-check tests 

94 activity worksheets with extension  
  material and independent research tasks

5 ‘skills in the spec’  
guidance resources 

1 teacher guidance resource on the 
fieldwork and investigation requirements

 1 student guidance resource on the 
fieldwork and investigation requirements

 All the answers to the Question Practice  
questions in the textbook – plus mark schemes

All the visuals 
from the textbook

1assessment  
structure overview

1exam technique  
PowerPoint 

1command words guidance sheet

Numbers may be subject to change
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Supports rolling revision throughout the course

Exam practice and rolling revision

My Revision Notes
Author: Helen Harris

Unlock your students’ full potential in AQA A-level Geography with this step-by-step 
revision guide that provides the key content they need to know and guidance on how 
to apply it to achieve their best grade; a tried-and-tested approach to revision, loved by 
students and recommended by teachers.

• Encourages active revision by combining topic coverage with a variety of ‘Test Yourself’ 
activities and formal exam-style questions

• Improves exam technique through examples of typical mistakes to avoid and tips from an 
experienced examiner

• Provides relevant case studies to develop students’ geographical knowledge and enhance 
their exam responses

• Makes revision manageable by condensing topics into easy-to-revise chunks with handy 
end-of-topic summaries

• Enables students to get exam ready with quick quizzes and answers to activities available 
online

CPD training delivered by experts
Introducing the New AQA A-level – 
Core and Options

Presenter: David Redfern

Make a smooth transition to the new areas of study and 
explore how to teach them successfully.

London: 17 Jun 2016

Successful Delivery of the New AQA 
Geography Human Options

Presenter: David Redfern

Build on the introductory courses that have taken place 
and look at the delivery of the Human Geography aspects 
in more detail.

Manchester: 13 Jun 2016 • London: 21 Jun 2016

Successful Delivery of the New AQA 
Geography Physical Options

Presenter: David Redfern

Be confident in your delivery of the Core areas of Water/
Carbon cycles and Landscape systems, and the Options of 
Hazards and Ecosystems under stress.

Manchester: 14 Jun 2016 • London: 22 Jun 2016

Tectonic Hazards Student Day 2016
Discover new and exciting developments in hazards 
Geography on this popular student day that hosted over 
2000 students and teachers in 2015.

Manchester: 22 Nov 2016 • London: 25 Nov 2016

Also available: AQA training
From understanding and preparing to teach new specifications, through to developing subject expertise and moving leadership, 
AQA has a training offering for you. For more information and to book your place visit www.aqa.org.uk/cpd

My Revision Notes: AQA A-level 
Geography

9781471886713

£16.99

Available: Feb 2017

To book your place or find out more about Hodder Education CPD training, call 01295 222777 
or visit www.hoddereducation.co.uk/events

To request Inspection Copies or place an order, fill in the order form or visit  
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Geography/ALevel/AQA

To sign up for a free, no obligation 14-day Revision and Question 
Practice trial or place an order, fill in the order form or visit  
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Geography/ALevel/AQA

Revision and Question Practice 
Thoroughly prepare your students for the new AQA A-level Geography examinations 
with this extensive bank of exam-style questions, sample answers and examiner 
comments.

• Help students succeed in their final exams through rolling revision of exam-style questions 
with links to relevant pages from the Student Book for further study

• Keep your exam practice varied, focused and relevant with free updates throughout your 
subscription

• Show students how they can reach the next grade using examiner comments and detailed 
exam and revision advice from the experts

• Personalise independent study by assigning questions to individual students, with the option 
to display student-friendly mark schemes and differentiated sample answers

Available via Dynamic Learning

AQA A-level Geography 
Revision and Question Practice

9781471858840

From £100 + VAT for access 
until Dec 2018

Available: Nov 2016

Builds the skills required for the new specification

Essential Maths Skills for AS/A-level 
Geography
Author: Helen Harris

Don’t let your students miss out on easy marks; help them improve their skills 
and feel confident about the maths they need for A-level Geography with this 
essential guide.

This textbook companion will improve students’ essential maths skills for geography, 
whichever awarding body specification you’re following. You can use it throughout the 
course, whenever you feel your students need some extra help. 

• Develop understanding of both maths and geography using worked examples and 
questions that are all set within a geography context

• Improve confidence with a step-by-step approach to every maths skill

• Measure progress with guided and non-guided questions that show how students are 
improving

• Enable students to see where they’re going wrong by referring to full worked solutions 
for every question 

Essential Maths Skills for AS/A-level 
Geography

9781471863554

£9.99

Available: Sep 2016



ISBN: 9781471882630

What next?
99To request Inspection Copies, sign up for free, no obligation 
Dynamic Learning trials or place an order, fill in the order form

99For more information on our full service  
offering for AQA A-level Geography, visit  
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Geography/ALevel/AQA

99Remember to sign up for eUpdates at  
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/eUpdates to receive  
the latest news, free resources and sample material

Geography Review magazine

Subscribe to Geography Review 
magazine in print and digital formats:

Geography Review delivers new case studies and subject expertise to A-level students. With topical articles that 
go beyond the textbook, the magazine builds geographical knowledge alongside independent study skills to 
ensure success at A-level and prepare students for higher education.

For students
• Makes topical geographical issues relevant to A-level 

students, encouraging independent learning and research
• Develops students’ use of geographical skills and 

understanding of key concepts
• Looks beyond A-level, supporting university-level research 

and essay skills and providing advice on UCAS applications

Print
Institutional price: £38 • Student price: £15 • 4 issues per year

eMagazine
An annual subscription gives students the full content of each issue in a  
digital format so they can:

• Download and view on two devices
• Add, edit and organise notes
• Access the whole volume for 3 years

Price: £20 • 4 issues per year

Magazine Archive
Available through the Dynamic Learning platform, the Magazine Archive  
offers easy, 24/7 online access to 22 years’ worth of magazine content so you can:

• Search back issues and additional online resources
• Encourage students to undertake independent study by accessing the archive anytime, anywhere
• Create lessons and integrate magazine articles with other Dynamic Learning resources

Price: from £150 + VAT per year

To view extra resources, request free, no obligation eMagazine and Magazine Archive trials or 
order a subscription for your school, visit www.hoddereducation.co.uk/GeographyReview

For you
• Includes free online resources with every issue, from 

teaching notes and lesson plans to presentations and 
revision quizzes

• Reduces your research time by providing exam-ready case 
studies for physical and human topics

• Keeps you up to date with hot topics in geography via 
between-issues eReviews three times a year

Geography Review magazine in numbers: Over 6500 UK subscribers • Publishing for 29 years
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