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5.9 Writing conclusions
A conclusion is, in some ways, like an introduction. 
You should restate your aims or questions and 
summarise your main points of evidence for 
the reader. Critically, conclusions must draw on 
evidence presented in the rest of the independent 
investigation. You may find that the question is only 
partly answerable. You could say – ‘in some parts of 
the region, there is acute deprivation …’ and, later, 
‘while in other ways deprivation is more hidden and 
less obvious, for example, in area X’.

Conclusions can be tricky since they require drawing 
across the information in the NEA, rather than 
summarising single pieces of data or ideas. There can 
be several problems with conclusions: 
l They don’t effectively summarise information into 

distinct statements and ideas. This is where an 
abstract can especially help.

l They are too long and therefore too vague.
l They don’t draw on the evidence found in the 

analysis in the rest of the work.
l They are limited to problems, rather than how 

shortcomings might have impacted on the 
strength of individual conclusions.

Remember that conclusions are built around a series 
of individual stages or components, rather like a 
jigsaw puzzle. 

Revisit the
title/aims/focus of
your independent

investigation.

Draw together ideas from
concepts, theories and

parallel examples
to develop

a logical line
of reasoning.

Comment
on how the
results may be
inconclusive. This
then links to the
strength of the conclusion,
and proximity to the
‘true value’ or ‘right score’.

Select and provide the
most important
evidence and

information that
supports

and/or rejects the title,
question or focus.

Trying to get to knowledge and wisdom
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INFORMATION
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Figure 42 An information hierarchy.

Look at Figure 42, which is often called the 
information hierarchy. This could be applied to your 
independent investigation:

Wisdom Showing a deep understanding 
about the geography: an 
appreciation of the ‘why’ and 
looking to the future if conditions 
change. 

Knowledge Recognising the significance of 
individual components, conceptual 
linkages, and frameworks. 
It’s ‘know-why’ in relation to 
processes.

Information Analysis of data and information to 
create order and structure. 

Data Primary and secondary fieldwork 
data – raw and unprocessed. 
Signals nothing on its own.

Moving towards the top of this pyramid should pay 
dividends since the mark scheme is rewarding skills of 
wisdom and knowledge. A conclusion then can offer 
the ‘know-why’, and ‘why-is’ type of information that 
shows evaluated understanding.

Two models for a conclusion
There are lots of different ways to approach 
structuring a conclusion. One strategy is to think 
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