AS/A-LEVEL

ENGLISH LITERATURE

The Great Gatsby
Improve skills • Reinforce understanding • Achieve success
Jane Sheldon
Series Editor: Steve Eddy

413474_GATSBY_WORKBOOK_V9.indd 1
9781510413474.indd 1

27/02/2018 10:44
5/10/18 9:44 PM

A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE WORKBOOK

Contents
iii

Introduction

iv
1

Time
Love

The American Dream

11

Literary context



18

Religion



21

Death



22


27

27

:S

Jay Gatsby 

31



34

Tom Buchanan

39

rig



ht

Daisy Buchanan (née Fay) 



42

Myrtle Wilson



44

Co
py

Jordan Baker

George Wilson



46

Minor characters 

46

4 Settings

50



5	Writer’s methods: Form,
structure and language
Narrative viewpoint and voice
Style

7 Critical approaches

52



52

69

73

Engaging with literary theory

74



77



Tackling question types (AO1)



77

Expressing yourself clearly (AO1) 

78

Understanding the question (AO1)
Essay planning (AO1)



80



Close analysis of the text (AO2) 
Writing your introduction (AO1–5)
Using context (AO3)

79

81




82
83

Exploring connections across texts (AO4) 

85

Writing your conclusion (AO1–5) 

87

Moving between the assessment 

objectives (AO1–5)

88

57



Imagery and symbolism



67

71

Critical viewpoints 

8 Boosting your skills

67

69



am

3 Characterisation





pl
e

Money

Nick Carraway



Geographical context

16



Cultural context

10
12



Historical context 

at
er

2 Themes

66

m

1 Plot and structure

6 Contexts

ia
l

How to use this workbook



59

ii

9781510413474.indd 2

5/10/18 9:44 PM

How to use this workbook
Structure

ia
l

The activities in this workbook help you develop the skills and knowledge that you will need to achieve your
best grade in A-level English Literature, whichever exam board specification you are following.
Each section offers a clear structure with activities that gradually increase in difficulty:
● Starting out: accessible activities that offer an introduction to the topic
● Developing your ideas: skills-building activities that look in more detail at particular aspects of the text
● Taking it further: more challenging tasks that will test your understanding of the text and consolidate your
learning

at
er

Boosting your skills

m

The final chapter of the workbook offers exam-focused activities that allow you to apply the skills you have
developed. It also includes step-by-step guidance on the Assessment Objectives, and how to cover them in your
written responses.  

Features

pl
e

Key terms

am

Definitions of key concepts and terminology. Understanding these and using them correctly in your written
responses will help gain marks for AO1.

Key skills

ht

:S

Concise explanations of important skills to develop during your A-level studies. A variety of skills are covered,
from fundamental ones such as analysing the structure of a text or embedding quotations in your writing, up
to more advanced skills that are necessary to gain the top grades, such as exploring different interpretations of
characters.

Challenge yourself

Co
py

rig

Advanced tasks that will push you further and help prepare you to achieve your best grade in the exams. They
often focus on context (AO3), connections between texts (AO4) or critical interpretations of them (AO5).
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Introduction
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The Great Gatsby is often considered to be the Great American Novel of the Twentieth Century. In it, Fitzgerald
brings the glamorous world of the 1920s alive, capturing and distilling the zeitgeist of an age in the fictional
setting of East and West Egg. Its wealthy inhabitants are presented as an indulgent crowd whose only focus is
the pursuit of their own pleasure. Morally ambiguous, their parties, affairs and criminal dealings leave the reader
both attracted and repelled. Even the narrator, Nick Carraway, is not sure whether the eponymous hero is ‘great’
or ‘represented everything for which I have an unaffected scorn’.
This ‘age of miracles’ is the backdrop to Jay Gatsby’s American Dream. Despite humble beginnings, his ascent to
success and wealth initially seems to epitomise the best of American opportunity. However, Jay Gatsby’s own
American Dream is really a very personal one. The quest to attain his lost love, Daisy Buchanan, is ‘the following
of a grail’, but Fitzgerald shows us that dreams can only take a person so far. Wealth screens Gatsby’s true origins
but cannot replace them. His low social standing ultimately proves an insurmountable barrier to winning over
the ‘golden girl’ of high-class society. To the ‘careless’ wealthy, the lower classes are ultimately disposable, which
is why Gatsby can be sacrificed whilst Daisy prevails.
In 1922, Fitzgerald wrote to his agent, Maxwell Perkins: ‘I want to write something new … something
extraordinary and beautiful and simple.’ The Great Gatsby is the achievement of this aim, but whether you see
its message as one of hope or hopelessness is ultimately up to you.
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e

Studying The Great Gatsby at A-level and using this workbook

Co
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Your study of literature for GCSE will form a good basis as you approach The Great Gatsby for A/AS-level.
However, you now need to develop your existing skills alongside a more detailed analysis of the text. Activities
in this workbook have been designed to support you in this process.
You will need to read the novel yourself and not just rely on a class reading of it. In particular, you will need
to be more aware of different critical approaches, which is why this workbook devotes a chapter to them.
Throughout the workbook, you will also encounter perspectives from a range of critics and other readers,
which will help you to develop your ideas. You will also need to consider the historical, literary and biographical
contexts of The Great Gatsby, and how these aspects have influenced the novel.
You will still need to study characterisation and themes at A-level, but you will be expected to have a deeper
understanding of how these are presented. The chapters on ‘Themes’ and ‘Characterisation’ will help you to
analyse the language and techniques Fitzgerald has used to describe them.
The activities in the ‘Writer’s methods’ and ‘Plot and structure’ chapters will further support your understanding
of how Fitzgerald has crafted the novel.
You need to develop your own interpretations and be able to express these confidently, supporting your
argument with evidence. The ‘Key skills’ boxes and the chapter on ‘Boosting your skills’ will help you to write
fluent, well-structured academic essays.
You do not necessarily have to attempt all the activities in the workbook. However, there is a progression within
each section, from the basics in ‘Starting out’ to the more challenging ‘Taking it further’ activities. In addition,
‘Challenge yourself’ boxes aim to help you achieve the top grades. You should also take note of the ‘Key terms’
boxes to widen your critical vocabulary.
Line references are to the Penguin modern classics edition, edited by Tony Tanne (2000). These will vary slightly
in other editions, but the short quotations will help you to overcome these variations.
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Plot and structure
Although events of the novel are mostly linear, Fitzgerald moves the reader into the past and future through
Nick’s recollections. This disrupts the chain of events and means that the reader has to reassess his or her view of
characters.

STARTING OUT
Read the third paragraph of the novel. Here, Nick reflects on Gatsby’s character, so starts the story from
the end. Find evidence here that Nick is already aware of how his story finishes.

2

Read the last three paragraphs of the novel. Here, Nick looks back on events and suggests how Gatsby
must have viewed them. Comment on how Nick believes Gatsby felt when:
(a) ‘he first picked out the green light at the end of Daisy’s dock’
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(b) ‘his dream must have seemed so close’

Read these quotations from the last two paragraphs of the novel. Consider how far you find them either
hopeful or bleak, and explain your reasoning.

rig

Example: ‘the orgastic future that year by year recedes’

Co
py

I find this a bleak idea, as it suggests that every year takes you backwards and that
future prospects lessen as you age.
(a) ‘It eluded us then, but that’s no matter –’

(b) ‘tomorrow we will run faster’

(c) ‘And one fine morning –’

(d) ‘borne back ceaselessly into the past’

CONTINUED
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Challenge yourself
Reread the first two pages of the novel. Find and analyse evidence that suggests knowing Gatsby
has caused Nick to alter his perceptions in life.

Complete the table below with a comment that links each quotation from the beginning and end of the
novel. The first is done for you.
BEGINNING
(a) ‘the promises of life’

END
‘Gatsby’s wonder’

COMMENT

(b) ‘extraordinary gift for hope’

‘his dream must have seemed so close’

m

(c) ‘it is not likely I shall ever find again’ ‘recedes before us’

‘the dark fields’

(e) ‘closed out my interest’

‘borne back ceaselessly’

am
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(d) ‘it is what preyed on Gatsby’

:S

Read the following quotations from Chapter 1 and write a question beneath each one that the reader
hopes will be answered by the novel’s denouement. The first one is completed for you.
(a) ‘No – Gatsby turned out alright in the end; it is what preyed on Gatsby …’

ht
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Idea of expectation.

at
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4

What ‘preyed on’ him?

rig

(b) ‘I looked at Miss Baker, wondering what it was she “got done”. I enjoyed looking at her.’

Co
py

(c) ‘Tom’s got some woman in New York.’

(d) ‘it was Mr Gatsby himself … he stretched out his arms toward the dark water in a curious way, and, far
as I was from him, I could have sworn he was trembling.’

2
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Plot and structure

DEVELOPING YOUR IDEAS
The novel takes place over the space of about four months in 1922, from early June to late October. However,
Fitzgerald uses a series of flashbacks and recollections in order to show how events of the past can interrupt
the present.
6 Read the quotations from characters who offer recollections about past events. Complete the table
by explaining why Fitzgerald has included each. For example, think about what it helps the reader or
characters to understand.

Gatsby
(narrated by
Nick)

‘committed himself to the following of a
grail.’
(Chapter 8, p 142)

Jordan

‘The officer ... ever since.’ (Chapter 4, p 73)

Daisy

‘I woke up ... a boy or a girl.’ (Chapter 1, p 22)

PURPOSE

Suggests that Nick’s plans did
not turn out as he hoped.

ia
l

RECOLLECTION
‘I came East, permanently, I thought, in the
spring of twenty-two.’ (Chapter 1, p 9)
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CHARACTER
Nick

‘My memory goes back ... covered with
medals.’ (Chapter 9, p 162)

Co
py

Wolfshiem

Mr Gatz

‘Jimmy was bound to get ahead. He always
had some resolves like this or something.’
(Chapter 9, p 164)

CONTINUED
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Read the overview of each chapter. Decide what you feel is the most significant element of each and
explain why it is important to the plot.
OVERVIEW

MOST SIGNIFICANT ELEMENT
AND WHY

Nick dines with Tom and Daisy Buchanan. He
meets Jordan Baker. He sees Gatsby for the
first time.

ia
l

CHAPTER
AND DATE
1 (Spring–June
1922)

Nick meets Tom’s mistress, Myrtle Wilson, at
her husband’s garage. Nick goes to a party at
Tom and Myrtle’s flat.

3 (July 1922)

Nick attends one of Gatsby’s parties and meets
the host for the first time. Jordan hears, ‘the
most amazing thing’ from Gatsby.

at
er

2 (A few days
before 4 July
1922)
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4 (Late July 1922) Gatsby tells Nick about his past (born approx.
1890; studied at Oxford University 1919). They
have lunch in New York with Meyer Wolfshiem.
Jordan narrates Daisy and Gatsby’s past
(October 1917–June 1919) and tells Nick that
Gatsby wants to meet Daisy at Nick’s house.

Co
py
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5 (Late July 1922) Daisy comes to tea at Nick’s house and meets
Gatsby for the first time in five years. They have
a tour of Gatsby’s house. Nick wonders if Daisy
can live up to Gatsby’s vision of her.

6 (August 1922)

We learn more of Gatsby’s past (1907–12).
Daisy, Tom and Nick meet at one of Gatsby’s
parties.

CONTINUED
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Plot and structure

Gatsby and Daisy are lovers. The affair is
revealed. Daisy drives Gatsby’s car home,
hitting Myrtle and killing her.

8 (August–
September
1922)

Nick recounts more of Gatsby’s past (October
1917–June 1919). Wilson believes that Gatsby
killed Myrtle. Wilson shoots and kills Gatsby.

9 (September–
October 1922

The Buchanans leave town. Nick attends
Gatsby’s funeral. Nick bumps into Tom. Nick
visits Gatsby’s deserted mansion. He returns
home to the Midwest.

8
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7 (August–
September
1922)

Decide what you consider to be the three most important events of the novel and explain why.
WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT

am

EVENT

:S

1

rig
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2
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3

9

(a)	The novel is organised through a series of social events. Put the following social occasions 
in the order they occur in the novel.
A Daisy invites Nick, Gatsby and Jordan to her house for lunch.
B

Myrtle hosts a party in her and Tom’s New York flat.

C Nick invites Daisy and Gatsby for tea at his house.
D Daisy invites Nick to dinner at her and Tom’s house.
CONTINUED
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E

Gatsby invites Nick to one of his parties.

F

Nick, Tom and Daisy attend one of Gatsby’s parties.

(b) The social events can be contrasted in order to highlight the differences in the way characters behave
in different circumstances. Comment on the differences between events 1 and 2 below. This can be a
comment on the occasion itself, the language used or the characters’ behaviour.
DIFFERENCES

ia
l

EVENT 2
Chapter 2 – Myrtle’s party.
Myrtle struggles to accept that
Tom is married. ‘“Daisy!” shouted
Mrs Wilson. “I’ll say it whenever I
want to!”’

at
er

EVENT 1
Chapter 1 – The Buchanans’ dinner.
Daisy tries to cover the fact that
Tom’s mistress has telephoned. ‘“It
couldn’t be helped!” cried Daisy with
tense gaiety.’

Chapter 7 – New York hotel room.
‘“I’ve got something to tell you,
old sport –”“... Why don’t we all go
home?”’ (p124)

The title

rig
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Chapter 6 – Daisy at Gatsby’s
party. ‘“These things excite me so,”
she whispered.’
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Chapter 5 – Tea at Nick’s house. ‘I Chapter 3 – Gatsby’s party. ‘At
had them both on their feet with the least once a fortnight corps of
desperate suggestion that they help caterers came down.’
me make tea.’

Co
py

10 It is difficult to know if the title, The Great Gatsby, is meant ironically or is Nick’s real view. In the box
below, make notes as to what the word great implies. Two possible ideas have been added to start you off.

splendour
power

CONTINUED
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Plot and structure

11 Fitzgerald never really liked the title, calling it ‘only fair; rather bad than good’. Continue the list of
reasons as to why the title could be considered both suitable and unsuitable.
SUITABLE

UNSUITABLE

Co
py
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The hyperbolic language evokes
Initially, the reader does not know who
entertainment of the era, such as ‘The
Gatsby is.
Great Houdini’. It suggests that Gatsby is
an illusionist.

Working titles

12 Fitzgerald had several working titles for the novel. Read the following list and comment on their
suitability. (Some notes have been added to help you.)
(a) Trimalchio in West Egg – Trimalchio is a vulgar social climber in the Latin work of fiction Satyricon by
Gaius Petronius. Trimalchio gives lavish banquets and is obsessed with time.

CONTINUED
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(b) The High Bouncing Lover – This is a phrase from the epigraph to the novel, which is a poem by
Thomas Parke d’Invilliers (a pseudonym of Fitzgerald’s.) He is also a character in Fitzgerald’s novel This
Side of Paradise.
The epigraph reads:
Then wear the gold hat, if that will move her;
If you can bounce high, bounce for her too,
Till she cry ‘Lover, gold-hatted, high-bouncing lover,
I must have you!’

Epigraph: a short quotation at the beginning of a book, chosen to reflect its theme.

ht
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(d) On the Road to West Egg
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(c) Gold Hatted Gatsby
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(e) Among the Ash Heaps and Millionaires

(f) Under the Red, White and Blue

8
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Plot and structure

TAKING IT FURTHER

Challenge yourself
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13 The moral or message of the book is ambiguous. Fitzgerald contributes to this ambiguity by using the
techniques you have looked at in this section:
●
contrasting messages of hope and bleakness at the novel’s end
●
links and contrasts between the novel’s beginning and ending
●
a number of different turning points in the plot
●
the use of characters’ recollections and flashbacks
●
the use of chaotic social occasions to structure the plot.
Use the bullet points and your own ideas to answer the question:
How does Fitzgerald use dramatic structure in order to create uncertainty for the reader?

Co
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The novel’s structure could be seen as ‘consistently unravelling and reorganising’ (Jane Sheldon).
At odds with this is the opinion that it has ‘an aesthetic dignity of shape’ (Harold Bloom in Bloom’s
Modern Critical Interpretation, 2010).
Which opinion do you agree with more and why?
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