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  _____________________________________________
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Information for Students

 Instructions

Make sure you answer all questions in the answer spaces on this paper unless your teacher tells you otherwise.
You can plan your answer(s) in this paper. Any planning outside of a specific planning space should be crossed through.
The planning will not be marked.
You may use additional paper if required but you must clearly show your name and question number(s).

 Guidance

The marks for a question are provided in brackets.
The total mark for this paper is 120.
The total number of marks may take into account either/or choices.
Read each question carefully before starting your answer.
Remember to write clearly, using good English.
Allow time to check your work.
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  1(a) Never Let me Go by K Ishiguro

What is the importance of Hailsham school to part one of the novel?

You could write about:

• the events that take place there (comment on at least two events/incidents)
• the atmosphere and how it is created through language
• the way the writer uses form and/or structure to present memory
• the way the children are viewed by adults
• the context (the historical background, attitudes at the time, and how different audiences would respond).

Any plan will not be marked.
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    (b) Never Let me Go by K Ishiguro

How does Ishiguro present life at Hailsham school in part one of the novel?

Write about:

• what we learn about the students’ way of life
• the relationship between Hailsham and the outside world
• how Ishiguro presents Hailsham through his use of language, form and/or structure.
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    (c) Telling Tales by AQA

How do writers present reactions to death in Odour of Chrysanthemums and one other story you have studied?

For both stories, you could write about:

• the way characters respond to death
• the ways language, form or structure are used to present death
• how the context of the death influences the characters’ reactions.

Any plan will not be marked.
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  (d) Telling Tales by AQA

How do writers present differing reactions to death in Odour of Chrysanthemums and one other story you have
studied?

For both stories, write about:

• the way characters respond differently to death
• the ways language, form and/or structure are used to present death
• how the context of the death influences the characters’ reactions.
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[30]

END OF QUESTION PAPER
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  Mark Scheme

1 a AO1.1 – Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response when reading,
understanding and responding to texts.

AO1.2 – Use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations when
reading, understanding and responding to texts.

AO2.1 – Analyse the language used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant
subject terminology where appropriate.

AO2.2 – Analyse the form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using
relevant subject terminology where appropriate.

AO3 – Show understanding of the relationships between text(s) and the contexts in which they
were written.

Please note, AO4, which focuses on the quality of writing, is not included in this framework which
has a focus on reading skills.

Award a mark out of 30 for AO1, AO2 and AO3.
Note, AO1 and AO2 are worth up to 12 marks each and AO3 is worth up to 6 marks.

Mark AO Marking criteria
26–30 AO1.1 An evaluative, investigative, logical response to the

task and wider text where relevant.
AO1.2 Thoughtful, specific, interwoven supporting

evidence.
AO2.1 A critical examination of the writer’s use of language

and an investigation of the effects on the reader, with
subject terminology used thoughtfully and 
appropriately.

AO2.2 A critical examination of the writer’s use of form and
structure, and an investigation of the effects on the
reader, with subject terminology used thoughtfully and
appropriately.

AO3 An investigation of the writer’s viewpoint(s), with 
precise and thorough comments on the relationships
between text and contexts.

21–25 AO1.1 A considered, detailed response to the task and wider
text where relevant.

AO1.2 Thoughtful, interwoven supporting evidence.
AO2.1 An investigation of the writer’s use of language and of

some effects on the reader, with subject terminology
used with effect.

AO2.2 An investigation of the writer’s use of form and
structure, and of some effects on the reader, with
subject terminology used with effect.

AO3 Some investigation of the writer’s viewpoint(s), with 
informative and detailed comments on the
relationships between text and contexts.

16–20 AO1.1 A relevant, reasonably detailed response to the task
and wider text where relevant.

30
(12 marks
AO1, 12
marks
AO2, 6
marks
AO3)
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  Mark Scheme

AO1.2 Relevant supporting evidence, used with effect.
AO2.1 A relevant explanation of the writer’s use of language

and of simple effects on the reader, with subject
terminology used relevantly.

AO2.2 A relevant explanation of the writer’s use of form and
structure, and of simple effects on the reader, with
subject terminology used relevantly.

AO3 Relevant comments on the writer’s viewpoint(s), and
on the relationships between text and contexts.

11–15 AO1.1 A reasonable response to the task and wider text
where relevant.

AO1.2 Mostly relevant supporting evidence, used with some
effect.

AO2.1 A mostly relevant explanation of the writer’s use of 
language, with recognition of effects on the reader
and subject terminology sometimes used
appropriately.

AO2.2 A mostly relevant explanation of the writer’s use of 
form and structure, with recognition of effects on the
reader and subject terminology sometimes used
appropriately.

AO3 Some relevant comments on inferred viewpoints of the
writer, and on the relationships between text and
contexts.

6–10 AO1.1 A straightforward response to the task and wider text
where relevant.

AO1.2 Some supporting evidence which mainly illustrates.
AO2.1 Recognition of the writer’s use of language with

subject terminology sometimes used.
AO2.2 Recognition of the writer’s use of form and structure,

with subject terminology sometimes used.
AO3 Some comments on some inferred viewpoints of the

writer, and/or on the relationships between text and
contexts.

1–5 AO1.1 A basic response to the task and wider text where
relevant.

AO1.2 Basic evidence, sometimes supporting comments.
AO2.1 Basic comments on the writer’s use of language which

may include reference to subject terminology.
AO2.2 Basic comments on the writer’s use of form and

structure, which may include reference to subject
terminology.

AO3 Basic comments on obvious viewpoints of the writer,
and/or on simple relationships between text and
contexts.

0 AO1–AO3 Nothing creditworthy.
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  Mark Scheme

Indicative content

Reward valid interpretations. Answers might, however, include some of the following:

AO1

The introduction of events/incidents and their later significance.
The way relationships develop.

AO2.1

The use of tentative language to make the reader less confident/undermine the certainty of
memory.
The language used to create an atmosphere of mystery/secrecy.

AO2.2

The frequent referencing backwards/forwards.
The non-chronological narrative sequence.

AO3

The different attitudes of the Guardians/adults as representatives of wider society.
Exploration of the experience of childhood.

b AO1.1 – Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response when reading,
understanding and responding to texts.

AO1.2 – Use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations when
reading, understanding and responding to texts.

AO2.1 – Analyse the language used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant
subject terminology where appropriate.

AO2.2 – Analyse the form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using
relevant subject terminology where appropriate.

AO3 – Show understanding of the relationships between text(s) and the contexts in which they
were written.

Please note, AO4, which focuses on the quality of writing, is not included in this framework which
has a focus on reading skills.

Award a mark out of 30 for AO1, AO2 and AO3.
Note, AO1 and AO2 are worth up to 12 marks each and AO3 is worth up to 6 marks.

Mark AO Marking criteria
26–30 AO1.1 An evaluative, investigative, logical response to the

task and wider text where relevant.
AO1.2 Thoughtful, specific, interwoven supporting

evidence.
AO2.1 A critical examination of the writer’s use of language

and an investigation of the effects on the reader, with

30
(12 marks
AO1, 12
marks
AO2, 6
marks
AO3)
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  Mark Scheme

subject terminology used thoughtfully and 
appropriately.

AO2.2 A critical examination of the writer’s use of form and
structure, and an investigation of the effects on the
reader, with subject terminology used thoughtfully and
appropriately.

AO3 An investigation of the writer’s viewpoint(s), with 
precise and thorough comments on the relationships
between text and contexts.

21–25 AO1.1 A considered, detailed response to the task and wider
text where relevant.

AO1.2 Thoughtful, interwoven supporting evidence.
AO2.1 An investigation of the writer’s use of language and of

some effects on the reader, with subject terminology
used with effect.

AO2.2 An investigation of the writer’s use of form and
structure, and of some effects on the reader, with
subject terminology used with effect.

AO3 Some investigation of the writer’s viewpoint(s), with 
informative and detailed comments on the
relationships between text and contexts.

16–20 AO1.1 A relevant, reasonably detailed response to the task
and wider text where relevant.

AO1.2 Relevant supporting evidence, used with effect.
AO2.1 A relevant explanation of the writer’s use of language

and of simple effects on the reader, with subject
terminology used relevantly.

AO2.2 A relevant explanation of the writer’s use of form and
structure, and of simple effects on the reader, with
subject terminology used relevantly.

AO3 Relevant comments on the writer’s viewpoint(s), and
on the relationships between text and contexts.

11–15 AO1.1 A reasonable response to the task and wider text
where relevant.

AO1.2 Mostly relevant supporting evidence, used with some
effect.

AO2.1 A mostly relevant explanation of the writer’s use of 
language, with recognition of effects on the reader
and subject terminology sometimes used
appropriately.

AO2.2 A mostly relevant explanation of the writer’s use of 
form and structure, with recognition of effects on the
reader and subject terminology sometimes used
appropriately.

AO3 Some relevant comments on inferred viewpoints of the
writer, and on the relationships between text and
contexts.

6–10 AO1.1 A straightforward response to the task and wider text
where relevant.
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AO1.2 Some supporting evidence which mainly illustrates.
AO2.1 Recognition of the writer’s use of language with

subject terminology sometimes used.
AO2.2 Recognition of the writer’s use of form and structure,

with subject terminology sometimes used.
AO3 Some comments on some inferred viewpoints of the

writer, and/or on the relationships between text and
contexts.

1–5 AO1.1 A basic response to the task and wider text where
relevant.

AO1.2 Basic evidence, sometimes supporting comments.
AO2.1 Basic comments on the writer’s use of language which

may include reference to subject terminology.
AO2.2 Basic comments on the writer’s use of form and

structure, which may include reference to subject
terminology.

AO3 Basic comments on obvious viewpoints of the writer,
and/or on simple relationships between text and
contexts.

0 AO1–AO3 Nothing creditworthy.

Indicative content

Reward valid interpretations. Answers might, however, include some of the following:

AO1

The appearance of a very pleasant/idyllic school.
The atmosphere of secrecy/mystery/uncertainty.
The way Hailsham is viewed by those who have not been there.

AO2.1

The descriptions of different areas of the school.
The significance of choices of language use in dialogue.
The introduction of specific vocabulary related to the context.

AO2.2

Use of hints of what is to come/cataphoric referencing.
Kathy as an unreliable narrator.

AO3

Exploration of the spoken and unspoken rules governing life and interactions.
The intensity/complexity of the relationships between the children.
Exploration of how the children are viewed by wider society.
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c AO1.1 – Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response when reading,
understanding and responding to texts.

AO1.2 – Use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations when
reading, understanding and responding to texts.

AO2.1 – Analyse the language used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant
subject terminology where appropriate.

AO2.2 – Analyse the form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using
relevant subject terminology where appropriate.

AO3 – Show understanding of the relationships between text(s) and the contexts in which they
were written.

Please note, AO4, which focuses on the quality of writing, is not included in this framework which
has a focus on reading skills.

Award a mark out of 30 for AO1, AO2 and AO3.
Note, AO1 and AO2 are worth up to 12 marks each and AO3 is worth up to 6 marks.

Mark AO Marking criteria
26–30 AO1.1 An evaluative, investigative, logical response to the

task and wider text where relevant.
AO1.2 Thoughtful, specific, interwoven supporting

evidence.
AO2.1 A critical examination of the writer’s use of language

and an investigation of the effects on the reader, with
subject terminology used thoughtfully and 
appropriately.

AO2.2 A critical examination of the writer’s use of form and
structure, and an investigation of the effects on the
reader, with subject terminology used thoughtfully and
appropriately.

AO3 An investigation of the writer’s viewpoint(s), with 
precise and thorough comments on the relationships
between text and contexts.

21–25 AO1.1 A considered, detailed response to the task and wider
text where relevant.

AO1.2 Thoughtful, interwoven supporting evidence.
AO2.1 An investigation of the writer’s use of language and of

some effects on the reader, with subject terminology
used with effect.

AO2.2 An investigation of the writer’s use of form and
structure, and of some effects on the reader, with
subject terminology used with effect.

AO3 Some investigation of the writer’s viewpoint(s), with 
informative and detailed comments on the
relationships between text and contexts.

16–20 AO1.1 A relevant, reasonably detailed response to the task
and wider text where relevant.

30
(12 marks
AO1, 12
marks
AO2, 6
marks
AO3)
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AO1.2 Relevant supporting evidence, used with effect.
AO2.1 A relevant explanation of the writer’s use of language

and of simple effects on the reader, with subject
terminology used relevantly.

AO2.2 A relevant explanation of the writer’s use of form and
structure, and of simple effects on the reader, with
subject terminology used relevantly.

AO3 Relevant comments on the writer’s viewpoint(s), and
on the relationships between text and contexts.

11–15 AO1.1 A reasonable response to the task and wider text
where relevant.

AO1.2 Mostly relevant supporting evidence, used with some
effect.

AO2.1 A mostly relevant explanation of the writer’s use of 
language, with recognition of effects on the reader
and subject terminology sometimes used
appropriately.

AO2.2 A mostly relevant explanation of the writer’s use of 
form and structure, with recognition of effects on the
reader and subject terminology sometimes used
appropriately.

AO3 Some relevant comments on inferred viewpoints of the
writer, and on the relationships between text and
contexts.

6–10 AO1.1 A straightforward response to the task and wider text
where relevant.

AO1.2 Some supporting evidence which mainly illustrates.
AO2.1 Recognition of the writer’s use of language with

subject terminology sometimes used.
AO2.2 Recognition of the writer’s use of form and structure,

with subject terminology sometimes used.
AO3 Some comments on some inferred viewpoints of the

writer, and/or on the relationships between text and
contexts.

1–5 AO1.1 A basic response to the task and wider text where
relevant.

AO1.2 Basic evidence, sometimes supporting comments.
AO2.1 Basic comments on the writer’s use of language which

may include reference to subject terminology.
AO2.2 Basic comments on the writer’s use of form and

structure, which may include reference to subject
terminology.

AO3 Basic comments on obvious viewpoints of the writer,
and/or on simple relationships between text and
contexts.

0 AO1–AO3 Nothing creditworthy.
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Indicative content

Reward valid interpretations. Answers might, however, include some of the following:

AO1

The way Elizabeth’s feelings for her husband change when she sees his body.
The range of emotions she experiences as she lays out the body.
Reactions to death in Chemistry, Korea, The Darkness Out There or any other relevant story.

AO2.1

The way language is used to describe the husband’s body.
The language the mother-in-law uses to describe the body.
The use of language to present reactions to death in Chemistry, Korea, The Darkness Out
There or any other relevant story.

AO2.2

The contrast between Elizabeth’s reaction and that of her mother-in-law.
The contrast between the words Elizabeth speaks and her internal monologue.
The use of form and structure to present reactions to death in Chemistry, Korea, The
Darkness Out There or any other relevant story.

AO3

Ideas about the life Elizabeth has lived with her husband.
Ideas about Elizabeth’s place in her social context.
Ideas about how the social or cultural context of the death has influenced reactions to it in 
Chemistry, Korea, The Darkness Out There or any other relevant story.
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d AO1.1 – Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response when reading,
understanding and responding to texts.

AO1.2 – Use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations when
reading, understanding and responding to texts.

AO2.1 – Analyse the language used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant
subject terminology where appropriate.

AO2.2 – Analyse the form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using
relevant subject terminology where appropriate.

AO3 – Show understanding of the relationships between text(s) and the contexts in which they
were written.

Please note, AO4, which focuses on the quality of writing, is not included in this framework which
has a focus on reading skills.

Award a mark out of 30 for AO1, AO2 and AO3.
Note, AO1 and AO2 are worth up to 12 marks each and AO3 is worth up to 6 marks.

Mark AO Marking criteria
26–30 AO1.1 An evaluative, investigative, logical response to the

task and wider text where relevant.
AO1.2 Thoughtful, specific, interwoven supporting

evidence.
AO2.1 A critical examination of the writer’s use of language

and an investigation of the effects on the reader, with
subject terminology used thoughtfully and 
appropriately.

AO2.2 A critical examination of the writer’s use of form and
structure, and an investigation of the effects on the
reader, with subject terminology used thoughtfully and
appropriately.

AO3 An investigation of the writer’s viewpoint(s), with 
precise and thorough comments on the relationships
between text and contexts.

21–25 AO1.1 A considered, detailed response to the task and wider
text where relevant.

AO1.2 Thoughtful, interwoven supporting evidence.
AO2.1 An investigation of the writer’s use of language and of

some effects on the reader, with subject terminology
used with effect.

AO2.2 An investigation of the writer’s use of form and
structure, and of some effects on the reader, with
subject terminology used with effect.

AO3 Some investigation of the writer’s viewpoint(s), with 
informative and detailed comments on the
relationships between text and contexts.

16–20 AO1.1 A relevant, reasonably detailed response to the task
and wider text where relevant.

30
(12 marks
AO1, 12
marks
AO2, 6
marks
AO3)
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AO1.2 Relevant supporting evidence, used with effect.
AO2.1 A relevant explanation of the writer’s use of language

and of simple effects on the reader, with subject
terminology used relevantly.

AO2.2 A relevant explanation of the writer’s use of form and
structure, and of simple effects on the reader, with
subject terminology used relevantly.

AO3 Relevant comments on the writer’s viewpoint(s), and
on the relationships between text and contexts.

11–15 AO1.1 A reasonable response to the task and wider text
where relevant.

AO1.2 Mostly relevant supporting evidence, used with some
effect.

AO2.1 A mostly relevant explanation of the writer’s use of 
language, with recognition of effects on the reader
and subject terminology sometimes used
appropriately.

AO2.2 A mostly relevant explanation of the writer’s use of 
form and structure, with recognition of effects on the
reader and subject terminology sometimes used
appropriately.

AO3 Some relevant comments on inferred viewpoints of the
writer, and on the relationships between text and
contexts.

6–10 AO1.1 A straightforward response to the task and wider text
where relevant.

AO1.2 Some supporting evidence which mainly illustrates.
AO2.1 Recognition of the writer’s use of language with

subject terminology sometimes used.
AO2.2 Recognition of the writer’s use of form and structure,

with subject terminology sometimes used.
AO3 Some comments on some inferred viewpoints of the

writer, and/or on the relationships between text and
contexts.

1–5 AO1.1 A basic response to the task and wider text where
relevant.

AO1.2 Basic evidence, sometimes supporting comments.
AO2.1 Basic comments on the writer’s use of language which

may include reference to subject terminology.
AO2.2 Basic comments on the writer’s use of form and

structure, which may include reference to subject
terminology.

AO3 Basic comments on obvious viewpoints of the writer,
and/or on simple relationships between text and
contexts.

0 AO1–AO3 Nothing creditworthy.
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Indicative content

Reward valid interpretations. Answers might, however, include some of the following:

AO1

The way Elizabeth’s feelings for her husband change when she sees his body.
The range of emotions she experiences as she lays out the body.
The ways the responses of the men and the mother-in-law differ.
Reactions to death in Chemistry, Korea, The Darkness Out There or any other relevant story.

AO2.1

The way language is used to describe the husband’s body.
The language the mother-in-law uses to describe the body.
The use of language to present reactions to death in Chemistry, Korea, The Darkness Out
There or any other relevant story.

AO2.2

The contrast between Elizabeth’s reaction and that of her mother-in-law.
The contrast between the words Elizabeth speaks and her internal monologue.
The use of form and structure to present reactions to death in Chemistry, Korea, The
Darkness Out There or any other relevant story.

AO3

Ideas about the life Elizabeth has lived with her husband.
Ideas about Elizabeth’s place in her social context.
Ideas about how the social or cultural context of the death has influenced reactions to it in 
Chemistry, Korea, The Darkness Out There or any other relevant story.

Total 120
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