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Information for Students
Instructions
Make sure you answer all questions in the answer spaces on this paper unless your teacher tells you otherwise.
You can plan your answer(s) in this paper. Any planning outside of a specific planning space should be crossed through.
The planning will not be marked.
You may use additional paper if required but you must clearly show your name and question number(s).

Guidance
The marks for a question are provided in brackets.
The total mark for this paper is 8.
The total number of marks may take into account either/or choices.
Read each question carefully before starting your answer.
Remember to write clearly, using good English.
Allow time to check your work.

© Hodder & Stoughton 2020

1 of 7

Created in Question Bank

1(a) On the Clifftop
This is an extract from The Sound of Whales by Kerr Thomson. In this novel, Hayley Risso has come to stay on
a Scottish island.
Here, Hayley is out on the beach and clifftop at night.

5

Hayely Risso stood on the beach and faced the Atlantic Ocean, let the wind thrash
her body and grains of sand sting her face. She was all alone, on a dark and
stormy beach, thousands of miles from home. Her heart thumped in her chest, it
was wild and frightening and thrilling too. Like nothing she had ever experienced.
In Texas, at the first hint of a thundercloud, it was into the cellar in case a
tornado should form.
It was crazy to be out so late and in such a storm but she wasn’t going back to the
cottage, no way. Not until her mom had calmed down and hopefully gone to bed.

10

Hayley turned and looked back towards the harbour. At the far edge sat their tiny
rented cottage; a light shone from the living room where she slept on a pull-down
bed. Her mom was still up, still fuming probably. It had been another dinger of a
fight.

20

The cottage had a painfully slow Wi-Fi connection, there was no cable television,
cell-phone reception came and went. It was sleep or read a book. The jetlag still
hadn’t lifted so she couldn’t sleep, and reading a book was boring. She’d finally
managed to get an internet connection to chat with her friends in the States but
her mom had discovered her on the laptop. They were the wrong friends. Her new
ones. OK, most of the boys were stupid and some of the girls could be nasty, but
she was fifteen now and could be friends with whoever she liked. It was fun
picking ones her mom hated.

25

Hayley set off along the beach in the opposite direction to the cottage. It was hard
to walk in a straight line with the battering wind and her eyes half shut against
the rain. At least she had dressed in her heavy boots and jacket before storming
out into the storm. She’d tried to bang the door behind her but it was an old
house and the door was too stiff to slam. So annoying.

15

High cliffs loomed ahead. She could just make out a narrow path that climbed
upwards. The sensible move was to stay on the beach and avoid steep drops in
gusting gales. Hayley paused, then bent into the wind and forced herself up, her
expensive boots slipping on the muddy path.
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30

35

‘This could have been London,’ she shouted into the driving rain. ‘This could have
been Paris. I get Scotland!’
If she had to go to Europe, she had pleaded to her mother, why not somewhere
much more interesting? Her mother had simply told her there was research to be
done for the book she was writing. Hayley knew there was more to it than that.
Scotland was a long way from the United States, which meant a long way from
Hayley’s father. And her new friends.

Hayley is on a ‘dark and stormy’ beach.
Underline two other individual words used to describe the storm that show how severe it was.
‘Hayely Risso stood on the beach and faced the Atlantic Ocean, let the wind thrash her body and grains of sand
sting her face. She was all alone, on a dark and stormy beach, thousands of miles from home. Her heart
thumped in her chest, it was wild and frightening and thrilling too. Like nothing she had ever experienced. In
Texas, at the first hint of a thundercloud, it was into the cellar in case a tornado should form.’ (lines 1 to 6).
[1]
(b) Look at lines 1 to 6, from ‘Hayely Risso … ’ to ‘ … should form.’
What is Hayley’s reaction to the storm?
Tick one box.

It is just like being in a tornado back home.

It is a dark, lonely and depressing experience.

It is violent but very exciting at the same time.

It is scarier than other storms she has known.
[1]
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(c) Look at lines 7 to 20, from ‘It was crazy … ’ to ‘ … her mom hated.’
Why is Hayley out at night in this storm?
Give one reason.

[1]
(d) Look at lines 1 to 29, from ‘Hayely Risso … ’ to ‘ … muddy path.’
Give a quotation from these lines which shows that Hayley knows she is currently behaving in a foolish way.

Quotation:

[1]

(e) Look at lines 13 to 20, from ‘The cottage … ’ to ‘ … her mom hated.’
Explain in your own words two different things you learn about Hayley’s attitude towards her new friends.

•

[1]

•

[1]
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(f)

Look at lines 1 to 36, from ‘Hayley Risso … ’ to ‘ … her new friends.’
Give two different reasons why Hayley is unhappy about being in Scotland.

Reason 1:

[1]
Reason 2:

[1]

END OF QUESTION PAPER
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Mark Scheme
Question
1

a

Answer/Indicative content

Marks
1

Award 1 mark for any two of the following:
‘Hayely Risso stood on the beach and faced the Atlantic Ocean, let the wind thrash her body and
grains of sand sting her face. She was all alone, on a dark and stormy beach, thousands of miles
from home. Her heart thumped in her chest, it was wild and frightening and thrilling too. Like
nothing she had ever experienced. In Texas, at the first hint of a thundercloud, it was into the cellar
in case a tornado should form.’
Do not accept:
Underlining of ‘dark’ or ‘stormy’.
Underlining of any reference to her experience in Texas.
Accept other ways of identifying the words, for example, circling.

b

1

Award 1 mark for a correct tick.
It is just like being in a tornado back home.

It is a dark, lonely and depressing experience.

It is violent but very exciting at the same time.

It is scarier than other storms she has known.

c

1

Award 1 mark for any of the following:
She has had an argument with her mother/mom.
She is angry with her mother.
She wants to get away from her mother.
She is waiting for her mother to calm down/go to bed.

d

1

Award 1 mark for either of the following:
‘It was crazy to be out so late and in such a storm.’
‘The sensible move was to stay on the beach.’
Accept quotations without quotation marks.
Do not accept longer quotations, unless the quotations above are clearly indicated, for example,
by underlining.
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Mark Scheme
Question
e

Answer/Indicative content

Marks
2

Award 1 mark for any of the following explanations, up to 2 marks:
She wants to be able to choose her own friends.
She wants to keep in touch with her friends in the States.
She likes to annoy her mother by choosing friends she won’t approve of.
She knows the girls aren’t very nice/can be unkind/the boys can be idiots/why her mother
doesn’t like them.

f

2

Award 1 mark for any of the following reasons, up to 2 marks:
It’s a very long way from home/Texas/the USA.
The cottage is very small/she doesn’t have her own (bed)room.
The Wi-Fi at the cottage is poor/there’s no cable TV/nothing to do.
She is a long way away from her (new) friends.
She would prefer to be in a city/somewhere like London/Paris/somewhere more interesting.
Accept other valid/relevant reasons rooted in the text.

Total
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