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Information for Students
Instructions
Make sure you answer all questions in the answer spaces on this paper unless your teacher tells you otherwise.
You can plan your answer(s) in this paper. Any planning outside of a specific planning space should be crossed through.
The planning will not be marked.
You may use additional paper if required but you must clearly show your name and question number(s).

Guidance
The marks for a question are provided in brackets.
The total mark for this paper is 8.
The total number of marks may take into account either/or choices.
Read each question carefully before starting your answer.
Remember to write clearly, using good English.
Allow time to check your work.
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1(a) First Day at School
This is an extract from To Kill a Mockingbird, a novel by Harper Lee. It is set in the fictional town of Maycomb in
the state of Alabama in America during the 1930s. The story is told by Scout who lives with her father, Atticus,
and brother, Jem. Dill is a friend who visits Maycomb every summer.
Here, Scout, who is nearly six years old, gives an account of her first day at school.

5

Dill left us early in September, to return to Meridian. We saw him off on the five
o’clock bus, and I was miserable without him until it occurred to me that I would
be starting to school in a week. I never looked forward more to anything in my life.
Hours of wintertime had found me in the tree-house, looking over at the school
yard, spying on multitudes of children through a two-power telescope Jem had
given me, learning their games, following Jem’s red jacket through wriggling circles
of blind man’s buff, secretly sharing their misfortunes and minor victories. I longed
to join them.

10

15

Jem condescended to take me to school the first day, a job usually done by one’s
parents, but Atticus had said Jem would be delighted to show me where my room
was. I think some money changed hands in this transaction, for as we trotted
around the corner past the Radley Place I heard an unfamiliar jingle in Jem’s
pockets. When we slowed to a walk at the edge of the school yard, Jem was careful
to explain that during school hours I was not to bother him, I was not to approach
him with requests to enact a chapter of Tarzan and the Ant Men, to embarrass him
with references to his private life, or tag along behind him at recess and noon. I was
to stick with the first grade and he would stick with the fifth. In short, I was to
leave him alone.

Look at lines 1 to 8, from ‘Dill left … ’ to ‘ … join them.’
Give two quotations that show Scout is very keen to start school.
Quotation 1:

Quotation 2:
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(b) Look at lines 4 to 8 from ‘Hours … ’ to ‘ … join them.’
Give two words from these lines that show Scout watches the children in the yard without anyone knowing.
Word 1:

[1]

Word 2:

[1]

(c) Look at lines 9 to 18, from ‘Jem … ’ to ‘ … him alone.’
According to Scout, why did Jem agree to take her to school?

[1]
(d) Look at lines 1 to 18, from ‘Dill left … ’ to ‘ … him alone.’
Explain in your own words two things you learn about Jem’s character from these lines.
Support each explanation with a quotation from the text.

•

[2]
•

[2]
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END OF QUESTION PAPER
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Mark Scheme
Question
1

a

Answer/Indicative content

Marks
1

Award 1 mark for both of the following:
‘I never looked forward more to anything in my life.’
‘I longed to join them.
Accept quotations without quotation marks.
Do not accept longer quotations, unless the answer is clearly indicated, for example, by
underlining.

b

2

Award 1 mark for either of the following, up to 2 marks:
spying
secretly.

c

1

Award 1 mark for:
Atticus paid him/for money.

d

4

Award 1 mark for each valid/relevant explanation, up to 2 marks.
AND
Award 1 mark for each valid/relevant supporting quotation, up to 2 marks:
Explanation

Supporting Quotation

Jem is generous.

‘a two-power telescope Jem had given me’

Jem thinks he is superior to Scout/taking her to
school is beneath him.

‘Jem condescended to take me to school’

Jem is interested in money/commercially
minded/materialistic.

‘I think some money changed hands in this
transaction’

Jem is bossy/dictatorial/controlling/domineering.

‘Jem was careful to explain that during
school hours I was not to bother him’

Jem wants to keep his home life and school
‘to embarrass him with references to his
separate/wants to maintain his image at school. private life’
Accept other relevant explanations rooted in the selected extract and other appropriate supporting
quotations.

Total
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