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Information for Students
Instructions
Make sure you answer all questions in the answer spaces on this paper unless your teacher tells you otherwise.
You can plan your answer(s) in this paper. Any planning outside of a specific planning space should be crossed through.
The planning will not be marked.
You may use additional paper if required but you must clearly show your name and question number(s).

Guidance
The marks for a question are provided in brackets.
The total mark for this paper is 8.
The total number of marks may take into account either/or choices.
Read each question carefully before starting your answer.
Remember to write clearly, using good English.
Allow time to check your work.
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1(a) Escape
This extract is from the first chapter of Blood Ties, a thriller by Sophie McKenzie.
Here, Theo, who is telling the story, carries out a plan. Jake is his friend.

I could see him waiting for me outside the steel school gates.
Roy.

5

He was leaning against a lamppost, his arms folded. From the second-floor window
behind my desk I couldn’t make out the expression on his face. But the way he was
slumped against that lamppost suggested he was bored.
Good. Bored was good. If Roy was bored, he wouldn’t be suspecting anything.
‘Hey, Theo,’ Jake hissed.
I turned away from the window. The last lesson of the day was almost over. History.
Something to do with the Second World War. I wasn’t really paying attention.

10

15

‘Twenty seconds until Operation “Liberate Theo” commences,’ Jake whispered. His
eyes were fixed on the stopwatch function on his phone – he’d synchronised it with
the school bell earlier.
I rolled my eyes, pretending I was too cool to be excited. But the truth was my heart
was pumping like it might burst. This was my first serious attempt to escape from
Roy. I mean, I’d tried – and failed – to run away from him before. But this was the
first time I’d planned out an actual escape route.
‘Fifteen … fourteen … thirteen …’ Jake said under his breath.
I glanced towards the front of the classroom.
‘Eleven … ten …’

20

The teacher was writing on the white board.
‘Eight … seven … six…’
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My books were already in the bag. I picked it up off the floor and slid it silently onto
my back.
‘Three … two … one.’
25

The school bell cut through the squeaking of the white-board pen.
I leaped to my feet.
‘You are go. Repeat. You are go.’ Jake’s voice rose above the commotion that filled
the room.

30

I stormed towards the door. Wrenched it open. Sped down the corridor. Other doors
were opening. Other classes spilling out. I pounded down the stairs. Down, down to
the ground floor. A huge group of Year Sevens and Eights were jostling and shoving
their way across the entrance hall.
But I was bigger.
Faster.

35

Stronger.
The younger boys shrank away as I barged through, my eyes on the fire door at the
end of the corridor.

40

45

50

I reached it. Shoved it open. Burst into the tiny courtyard at the back of the school
– a patch of concrete surrounded on three sides by the school building and on the
fourth by a high brick wall. I raced towards the large tree next to the wall. As I ran,
I glanced over my shoulder. No one was following me. I looked up at the windows
overlooking the courtyard. No one was watching me.
I reached the tree. Jake and I had dragged a school chair outside at break and
stashed it behind the trunk. I hauled it out and climbed up, steadying myself as
the chair wobbled on the uneven tarmac. The nearest branch still looked a long
way up. I bent my knees. Jumped. Yes. My hands gripped the branch. My arm
muscles tensed, straining to hold my weight. I swung for a moment, the bark
cutting into my palms. Do it. Using all my strength in my arms and shoulders I
hauled myself up. Up. I gritted my teeth. Hooked one elbow over the branch. Then
the other. I was scrabbling up with my legs now. Locking a knee over. Kneeling up.
Reaching for the branch above. Yes.
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Look at lines 1 to 9, from ‘I could see … ’ to ‘ … attention.’
•

Where is Roy?

•

Where is Theo?

[1]
(b) ‘ … he was slumped against that lamppost’ (lines 4 to 5)
What does ‘slumped’ tell you about the way Roy was leaning against the lamppost?

[1]
(c) Look at lines 1 to 16, from ‘I could see …’ to ‘… escape route’.
Give two quotations from these lines that suggest Theo is enthusiastic about what he is about to do.

•

[1]

•

[1]
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(d) Look at lines 1 to 25, from ‘I could see … ’ to ‘ … white-board pen.’
Tick two boxes to show which of the following are true.

Theo is looking at the stopwatch on his phone.

Jake speaks very quietly when talking to Theo.

The teacher is still writing when the bell goes.

Jake is watching Roy from inside the classroom.

Theo packs his books away after the bell rings.
[2]
(e) Look at lines 29 to 37, from ‘I stormed … ’ to ‘ … the corridor.’
Give one phrase from these lines that shows other students were alarmed by Theo’s behaviour.

[1]
(f)

Look at lines 43 to 51, from ‘I reached the tree’ to ‘Yes.’
Identify one quotation from these lines that shows Theo had planned his escape in advance.

[1]

END OF QUESTION PAPER
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Mark Scheme
Question
1

a

Answer/Indicative content

Marks
1

Award 1 mark for both i) and ii) combined.
i)

Roy is either:
‘outside (the steel) school (gates)’ (line 1), or
‘leaning against a lamppost’ (line 3).

Accept:
quotations without quotation marks.
quotations, paraphrases or explanations.
Do not accept longer quotations, unless the quotations above are clearly indicated, for example,
by underlining.
AND
ii)

Theo is:
in school/a classroom/a history lesson.

Accept quotations, paraphrases or explanations.

b

1

Award 1 mark for any of the following:
Roy was:
slouching/drooping/sagging
hunched/bent over
not standing straight/upright.
Do not accept: Roy was bored.

c

2

Award 1 mark for any of the following, up to 2 marks:
‘I wasn’t really paying attention’ (line 9).
‘ … pretending I was too cool to be excited’ (line 13).
‘ … my heart was pumping like it might burst’ (lines 13 to 14).
Accept quotations without quotation marks.
Do not accept longer quotations, unless the quotations above are clearly indicated, for example,
by underlining.
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Mark Scheme
Question
d

Answer/Indicative content

Marks
2

Award 1 mark for a correct tick, up to 2 marks.
Theo is looking at the stopwatch on his phone.

Jake speaks very quietly when talking to Theo.

The teacher is still writing when the bell goes.

Jake is watching Roy from inside the classroom.

Theo packs his books away after the bell rings.

e

1

Award 1 mark for:
‘(The younger boys) shrank away’ (line 36).
Accept quotations without quotation marks.
Do not accept longer quotations, unless the quotation above is clearly indicated, for example, by
underlining.

f

1

Award 1 mark for:
‘(Jake and I had) dragged a school chair out at break (and stashed it behind the trunk)’ (lines 43 to
44).
Accept quotations without quotation marks.
Do not accept a longer quotation.

Total
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