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Answers 

Chapter 1 – Section A: Comprehensions 
 
Signal words (page 13) 
 
1 Technique (‘how does’ and asking about use of language).  
2 Response (own opinion, not inferring directly from text). 
3 Recall. 
4 Depending on the text this could be Recall or Thought: if the reasons are 
 stated clearly in the text: Recall, if not: Thought; more likely is Recall. 
5 Thought (inferring character from text). 
6  like Q4, more likely here is Thought. 
7 Recall (although the question uses the word ’explain’ this seems to be 
 nothing other than retrieving information and putting it in your own words). 
8 Technique (asking about language and its effects). 
 
How to answer different types of questions (page 13) 

 

1  It’s a Technique, so you need to PEEL to answer; as there is no other 

information 6 marks means 3 PEELs. 

2  Response question. As it carries 2 marks you have to mention two things 

the narrator is most afraid of. 

3  Thought question for 4 marks, so 2 PEELs. 

4  A Response question. Write as well as you can – the marks are not 

usually strictly allocated. 

5  As Q4. 

6  A Technique question. As the question specifically asks for 3 examples, 

each PEEL is worth 3 marks, meaning the explanation has to be more 

detailed. 

7  Thought question, but for 5 marks. In this case, go for 3 PEELs, but keep 

the explanation of the last one shorter. 

8  Recall question; you need to name four different things and will receive 

½ mark per event mentioned. 

 
Recall questions (page 15) 

 

1  Have a number of laptops, smartphone and so on, be on social 

networking sites and not be easily embarrassed; All three (gadgets, 

facebook and lack of shame must be mentioned, as 3-marker). 

2  Slim and white, preceded by the letter i, tablets, pads, pods and pids 

(only two elements have to be mentioned). 

3  A cool, modern or state-of-the-art look of a gadget. 
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4  Shop fronts (no need to use own words). 

5  That we are willing to line up for more than 12 hours for a designer 

gadget when we could have the same gadget without waiting, though not 

with the looks (2 elements – lining up for designer-gadgets; could have 

similar without queuing – must be mentioned for full marks). 

 
Technique questions - explaining the effectiveness of imagery (page 17) 

 

1  A shadow is something insubstantial, while the sea moves constantly, 

suggesting she flits lightly over the happenings of the world, not really 

being a part of them. 

2  An old wound suggests that the hurt happened a long time ago and it not 

healing makes you think that the hurt has still not been fully dealt with, 

which makes the bull sound not only old and rugged, but also vindictive 

and an enemy that won’t forget the hurt someone may have done it. 

3  Ghosts are shades, dead people, transparent apparitions that aren’t 

quite there. By suggesting the people are cold as ghosts (and ghostly 

apparitions are often combined with a drop of temperature) the author 

describes not only their thin, almost see-through quality, but also their 

lack of emotion, the fact that they are like living dead. 

4  A rattlesnake it a poisonous snake that warns people it is about to strike 

by sounding its rattle. The chinking of the money is being compared to 

this warning sound, suggesting the money is in some way dangerous or 

poisonous and that danger is about to show itself. 

5  To wither means to become dry and shrivelled, to die. The moon is being 

compared to a plant that no longer has enough water to sustain its life 

and droops before crumpling up (a reference to the craters, possibly) and 

dying. 

 
Technique questions - explaining the effectiveness of sound effects (page 

18) 

1 The ‘t’ is a sharp, short sudden sound, like the spitting of bullets by a gun 

and the ‘r’ is a rounder sound suggesting machinery moving or revolving, 

which could be the reloading of the rifles. The alliteration of both together 

conveys the idea of bullets coming and coming, like out of a machine that 

keeps firing rounds. 

2 The ‘s’ is a sharp, aggressive sound, and its repetition (alliteration) 

mirrors the fat squirting as the heat fries the sausages. The slightly soft 
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‘z’ sound in the onomatopoeia of ‘sizzling’ suggests the fat is gently 

simmering around the sausage. 

3  The assonance here revolves around the repetition of the ‘oh’ sound. 

This is a very open and long sound, that slows down the pace of the 

sentence and gives it a sense of melancholy, as well. This makes the 

road appear disused and lonely and long. 

4 The sibilance of soft ‘s’ sounds is like words you barely hear, where only 

the ‘s’-sounds stand out. This makes the words turn into a hazy hum, 

which makes the sentence feel sleepy. 

5  In this phrase alliteration and assonance work together, to create a 

feeling of smallness: the ‘t’ sound is very short and sharp, like a small 

indentation or event; the assonance of the short and light-sounding ‘i’ 

sounds underlines this sense, as it too is like a lot of small, bright events. 

The general sense of the phrase is one of tininess, which suits the 

content, as a titbit is a small treat. 

 
Technique questions - naming the technique and explaining its effect 

(page 20) 

 

1  Hyperbole. To get people to donate, the effect of their inaction is 

exaggerated; whether a donation is made or not, thousands will still 

starve. While a donation might make a (small) difference, the 

exaggerated appeal to the reader’s pity suggests that he is more 

powerful than he really is. 

2  Hyperbole. The chicken neither whizzes around like a formula one car, 

nor is Grandpa really unable to put one foot in front of the other. The 

exaggeration of these opposites heightens the humour as it makes the 

scene more memorable, but also sound ridiculous and heightens the 

contrast, as a lame person has no hope of catching a formula one car, 

although it is only a man and a chicken (and under normal circumstances 

the man should win). 

3  Change of tense: The passage is written in the past tense, but when the 

eyes are in front of the narrator, the tense switches to give a feeling that 

the eyes are still there, making the whole passage more eerie. 

4 Rhetorical question. This is a question where no answer is expected: it is 

stating the obvious. By making the reader repeat the question (and 

thereby ask it of herself), the writer is making her pay attention. 

5 Short sentence. After three long, descriptive sentences, the very bland 

and short sentence stops the reader’s focus on the house and highlights 
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it. The fact that it is brought in so abruptly gives the feeling that there is 

something not quite right about the house. 

6 Use of the first person plural. ‘We’ creates a sense of a team, in which 

the author or speaker is a member. By being prepared to work as well, 

the speaker is motivating the others and also leading by example. 

7 Alliteration. Here the fast repetition of the hard and sharp ‘t’ sound makes 

a ridiculous effect, especially as what is being described is of no 

importance. The alliteration here is more similar to a tongue-twister than 

a sound-effect and is humorous. 

8 Use of capitals. This is to show the speaker is shouting and emphasising 

the word ‘now’. The person being spoken to is obviously not reacting 

quickly enough, which is why the word ‘now’ is stressed. 

9 List. The fact that this list of objects that are packed into a car is long, 

suggests that the car is over-full. The mention of the five passengers at 

the end of all that has gone in before heightens the humour as these are 

like luggage that has to be crammed in somehow with the other objects. 

10 Repetition. The speaker is emphasising the wish for freedom by 

repeating ‘let freedom ring’. By repeating the phrase with different areas 

of the US that he hopes freedom will reach, he is making the wish for 

freedom as universal as possible, while all the while hammering the 

message home. 

 
Thought questions - explaining characteristics (page 22) 

 

1  Anger or, better, someone quick to anger: flushed face points to high 

emotional intensity or heat; combined with wide eyes it suggests fury or 

rage; what the headmaster is angry about is a minor incident, so he is 

obviously someone who angers easily.  

2 Selflessness or generosity: obviously all the children want food and are 

hungry. Despite being the first one there Sophie does not dash in, but 

holds the door open for the others, putting herself last. 

3 Bravery or courage: although Macbeth knows he will probably die, he 

does not accept this fate and fights. 

4 Arrogance or pride: the large steps and upright body suggest he is trying 

to make himself taller and more important than he is, which shows he 

thinks a lot of himself. 

5 Loyal or compassionate: she stands by the old man even though 

negative rumours are being spread about him. In such a situation most 
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people would abandon him, but Helen doesn’t. She may also feel pity for 

the old man, that he is now all alone. 

 

 

Chapter 2 – Paper 1 Section A: Literary prose comprehension 

 
Fiction (page 27) 

 

Level 1 

 

Question 1  

Type and structure: This is a Technique question, simplified. The first part is the 

evidence of the PEEL. 1 mark for the metaphor. The second part is the 

explanation. 2 marks depending on the detail of the explanation, but you don’t 

have to provide two different explanations.  

Answer possibilities: First part: Storm of flour. 

Second part:  

 storm shows how everything is covered in flour, as a storm covers the 

sky.  

 adds vivid detail as the baker almost disappears as he lays out his mat, 

seems to be swallowed by the storm.  

 the storm of the flour mirrors the bustling about of the baker as he 

readies himself for prayer.  

 the storm of flour contrasts with the silence of prayer afterwards. 

 

Question 2  

Type and structure: This is a Thought question. 4 marks, so 2 complete PEELs 

needed for full marks. Per PEEL 1 mark for point and quotation, 1 mark for 

explanation. 

Answer possibilities:  

 easy, because it can be done anywhere: ‘midst of his workplace’ – the 

baker does not have to go to any special building or observe any rites 

before he starts praying, he can do it anywhere.  

 the sequence of prayer moves, ‘he stood... he sat up, he fell forwards’ 

sounds like an exercise regime with no difficult moves – anyone can do 

the simple exercises required to pray, which makes praying seem easy.  
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 it does not seem like prayer, as there does not seem to be any silent 

devotion: ‘sat... fell… stood’– the prayer seems to be more exercise than 

quietly praying words, which makes it seem easy to do. 

 

Level 2 

 

Question 1  

Type and structure: This is a Technique question. 6 marks, so 3 complete 

PEELs needed for full marks. Per PEEL 1 mark for point and quotation, 1 mark 

for explanation. 

Answer possibilities:  

 by disappointing reader expectation: ‘It was incongruous, but it was I who 

felt out of place’ – we would expect opposite after that sentence 

beginning, which makes the sentence gently humorous.  

 through laconic statements: ‘luckily, he prayed with his eyes closed’ – 

writer’s discomfort summed up in the word luckily; humour stems from 

fact that narrator does not want to be prayed to.  

 through use of short sentences in second paragraph – actions of praying 

are all abrupt and short, making them sound like a workout; also reader 

expects the man to settle down after the slightly longer sentence, but 

then action again.  

 use of contrast/incongruity: ‘Islam is nothing but an easy sort of exercise’ 

– comparing religion, a spiritual enterprise, with sport, a physical activity, 

is humorous as the two seemingly have so little in common. 

 

Question 2  

Type and structure: This is a Thought question. 4 marks, so 2 complete PEELs 

needed for full marks. Per PEEL 1 mark for point and quotation, 1 mark for 

explanation. 

Answer possibilities:  

 he is sensitive: ‘it was I who felt out of place’ – although the baker is 

acting strangely, the narrator realises this is his normal behaviour and he, 

the narrator, is the one who doesn’t belong in this world.  

 respectful: ‘before me… he prayed’ – although no doubt surprised, he 

does not react and despite his judgement of Islam at the end he 

outwardly respects it. 
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 somewhat naïve: ‘Islam is nothing but an easy sort of exercise’ – thinks 

that Islam only consists of the prayer moves and does not bother to think 

more deeply about the religion. 

 
Travel Writing (page 29) 

 

Level 1 

 

Question 1.  

Type and structure: This is a Thought question, simplified, as the point is given 

in the question. 2 marks: 1 mark for the explanation, 1 mark for evidence 

imbedded in explanation. 

Answer possibilities: He refers to ‘most’ West African lorries and ‘bitter 

experience’ which both suggest this is not the first African lorry he has had to 

deal with.  

As this is the start of his adventure (it’s the start of the book) and he talks about 

‘experience’ with African lorries, he has probably been to Africa before. 

 

Question 2. 

Type and structure: This is a Recall question. 4 marks, so four different points 

must be made – in own words – about the lorry. 

Answer possibilities: Old; unreliable; damaged; with wheels askew; not very 

powerful; with tired engines; not good at going uphill; need a lot of gas to get 

going; uncomfortable; slow. 

 

Level 2 

 

Question 1. 

Type and structure: This is a Technique question. 6 marks, so 3 complete 

PEELs needed for full marks. Per PEEL 1 mark for point and quotation, 1 mark 

for explanation. 

Answer possibilities:  

 by using metaphor/ personification: ‘not in… the first flush of youth’ – a 

roundabout way of saying it is old, but in a kind way, as though talking of 

a person. 

 metaphor/ personification: ‘senile decay’ – suggests lorry is about to 

breakdown, can only barely function, is old and rickety, ready for the 

grave. 
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 metaphor/ personification: ‘threw caution to the wind’ – like an elderly 

person having a final fling before they resign themselves to their fate; as 

it is old it doesn’t matter what it does anymore. 

 onomatopoeia: ‘wheezing and gasping’ – sounds mirror the laboured 

breathing of the lorry, suggesting it is worn out after a mere ‘gentle slope’. 

 sensory language: ‘rich smell of burning rubber’ – tyres have rubbed off 

as they start, as the lorry needs a lot of gas to keep moving; it doesn’t 

handle as well anymore; 

 hyperbole: ‘madcap fashion at twenty-five’ – this is still very slow, but 

because the lorry is so rickety, it seems faster. 

 

Question 2. 

Type and structure: This is a Response question. 5 marks awarded depending 

on good extrapolation from text as well as reference made to the text to argue 

point. Pupils do not need to mention both sides of the argument for full marks. 

Answer possibilities: Answers will vary. Pupils might refer to 

 lorry is very rundown, so probably won’t make it; 

 nothing too drastic will happen as tone is humorous and author wouldn’t 

strike that tone, if something went seriously wrong; 

 although slow, the lorry seems serviceable enough; 

 calls the lorry ‘noble’ which suggests it will soldier on and bring him to his 

destination. 

 
Autobiography (page 31) 

 

Level 1 

 

Question 1. 

Type and structure: Recall question. 3 marks, so 1 mark per point mentioned.  

Answer possibilities: Moustache on upper lip; sour mouth; never smiles; never 

welcomes children into shop; only talks to scold children; unfriendly. 

 

Question 2. 

Type and structure: Technique question, simplified. The first part is the 

evidence of the PEEL. 1 mark for the simile. The second part is the explanation. 

2 marks depending on the detail of the explanation, but you don’t have to 

provide two different explanations.  

Answer possibilities: First part: as sour as a green gooseberry. 
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Second part: Gooseberry is a sour, prickly fruit that is small and round. 

Suggests her mouth is small and puckered and prickly, either because of 

moustache or because she only says unkind words with it. 

 

Level 2 

 

Question 1. 

Type and structure: Technique question. 4 marks, so 2 complete PEELs 

needed for full marks. Per PEEL 1 mark for point and quotation, 1 mark for 

explanation. 

Answer possibilities:  

 by using a metaphor: ‘very centre of our lives’ – all they did revolved 

around it, they saw it as most important thing. 

 comparison: ‘it was what bar is to drunk’ – suggests it’s a necessity, 

almost an addiction and it’s possibly not healthy. 

 comparison: ‘or a church is to a Bishop’ – is something fundamental to 

their lives; also suggests they almost worship the shop, also suggests 

they are not true children without the shop. 

 hyperbole: ‘without it.. little to live for’ – shows that they see the shop as 

life-giving. 

 

Question 2. 

Type and structure: Thought question. 6 marks, so 3 complete PEELs needed 

for full marks. Per PEEL 1 mark for point and quotation, 1 mark for explanation. 

Answer possibilities:  

 she is unfriendly: ‘never smiled’ – although shopkeeper, she does not 

feel need to be kind to customers and does not even show welcome on 

her face. 

 doesn’t like children / suspicious: ‘thievin’ fingers’ – instantly suspects all 

children of being thieves, although they are (very probably) her livelihood. 

 mean / cruel: ‘I don’t want you in ‘ere just to look around!’ – must know 

what a draw the shop is for children, but treats them badly, although 

she’s happy to make money out of them. 

 common: ‘Either you forks out or you gets out!’ – speaks dialect and 

makes grammatical errors showing a lack of education, coarse tone also 

suggests she’s lower class. 

 
Plays (page 32) 



 

 English for Common Entrance Study & Revision Guide 

© Hodder & Stoughton Limited 2013 

 

Answers 

 

Level 1 

 

Question 1. 

Type and structure: Recall question. 2 marks, one for each job mentioned. 

Answer possibilities: Jesus is a builder; James wants to become a teacher. 

 

Question 2. 

Type and structure: Thought question. 4 marks, so 2 complete PEELs needed 

for full marks. Per PEEL 1 mark for point and quotation, 1 mark for explanation; 

here also 4 short points possible. 

Answer possibilities:  

 he is responsible: ‘A father has to think of his sons’ future’ – wants to 

make sure his sons make a good living, that they grow up to have a 

comfortable life like he does. 

 macho ‘ teaching’s not a man’s job’ – sees only muscle work as a man’s 

job and does not think men should be doing jobs that require softer skills. 

 limited in his outlook: ‘ not a namby-pamby’ – only labour counts and 

cannot imagine anything else being worthwhile; if a man does not work 

hard, he is not a man. 

 demands obedience: ‘A father has to guide’ – suggests that sons should 

follow guidance; he is a patriarch. 

 

Level 2 

 

Question 1. 

Type and structure: Thought question. 6 marks, so 3 complete PEELs needed 

for full marks. Per PEEL 1 mark for point and quotation, 1 mark for explanation. 

Answer possibilities:  

 he calls James a ‘namby-pamby’ – derogatory term implies that James is 

not a full man as he wants to teach, meaning that Joseph does not 

respect this wish. 

 says ‘Teaching’s not a man’s job’ – shows Joseph thinks nothing of work 

that does not involve muscle; thinks brawn rather than brain makes a 

man. 

 repetition of ‘mutter’ – teaching doesn’t even involve speaking clearly; 

suggests it’s very inferior and has nothing important to say. 
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 make fun of lessons: ‘class rise, class sit’ – use of short sentences 

suggest this is all that teachers do, which is not a worthwhile occupation. 

 

Question 2. 

Type and structure: Technique question. 4 marks, so 2 complete PEELs 

needed for full marks. Per PEEL 1 mark for point and quotation, 1 mark for 

explanation. 

Answer possibilities:  

 he speaks in questions: ‘But what is a man’s job?’ – much like in the 

gospels his questions try to get to the bottom of matters. 

 he seems to agree but then turns agreement around: ‘a father has to 

guide. But does a father have to command?’ – seems that he is on the 

side of the speaker, but then adds another dimension and turns the issue 

on its head. 

 he supports the ‘oppressed’ – although he does not openly defend 

James, he is obviously for everyone making their own choice. 

 he makes enigmatic references to the future ‘I may not be a builder for 

ever’ – in the gospels Jesus constantly refers to what is going to happen 

in riddles, much like here. 

 
 

Chapter 3 – Paper 2 Section A: Poetry comprehension 

 

Transforming a Poem (page 36) 

 

At One Tree Bridge a single kookaburra machine-guns the noon light. The 

cormorant casts its barb of eyes over the rigid pool. Somewhere beyond the 

rocks and rushes there is a bright secrecy of maidenhair fern and the stream 

fidgets through sharp stones.  

 

While you would not necessarily do this in exams, it is a good idea to train your 

brain to look at a poem in this way and play with the words and word order. 

 

Literal and metaphorical meaning (page 38) 

 

Literal meaning: The narrator comes to a fork in the road. He wants to go down 

both paths. He looks down one path and then takes the other, which is the 

same as the other. He continues down this path, unsure whether he will ever go 



 

 English for Common Entrance Study & Revision Guide 

© Hodder & Stoughton Limited 2013 

 

Answers 

back. He thinks about the future when he will say he came upon two paths in 

the wood and took the one that fewer people had travelled on which made all 

the difference. 

 

Metaphorical meaning: The paths are of course decisions you can take in life – 

usually more important decisions, like about one’s career. We even say: which 

path do you want to take in life? The woods suggest some confusion as to what 

to do and an inability to see beyond the trees, so uncertainty about the future. 

Although the paths are pretty much the same, the narrator takes one and thinks 

that later on in life, he will say that the path he took was less travelled, making 

him appear more unique. The poem is therefore not so much about finding 

one’s own way or going the way no-one else has gone, but rather about man’s 

tendency to make his decisions appear sensible or more daring when looking 

back. 

 

Rhythm (page 41) 

 

Syllables in capitals denote the stress. 

1 SPA-rrows FLY in CIR-cles ROUND the WIN-dow (Trochaic pentameter). 

2 If I KNEW what I WANT then my LIFE would BE much EA-si-er (irregular 

rhythm). 

3 Car-NI-vo-rous DI-no-SAURS a-VOI-ded PRE-his-TO-ric VE-ge-TA-tion 

(irregular rhythm). 

4 The WAY the WHALE swims THROUGH the SEA will AL-ways BE a 

MYS-ter-Y (eight iambs). 

5 NE-ver SAY you’ll COME on TIME if YOU have DIFF-i-CUL-ties TO a-

PPEAR (almost regular: eight trochees and one single syllable). 

 

Rhyme (page 43) 

 

1 Full rhyme. 

2 Full rhyme / rhyming couplet. 

3 Cross rhyme: 2&4 full rhymes, 1&3 half rhymes or consonant rhymes. 

4 Consonant rhyme. 

5 Enclosing rhyme with the lines in the middle being a half-rhyme. 

 

Sample text 1 (page 46) 

 

Level 1 
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Question 1. 

Type and structure: This is a Thought question, simplified, as the point is given 

in the question. 2 marks for 2 comparisons to horse; 2 marks for explanation, 

depending on depth – you do not have to list two separate explanations.  

Answer possibilities: first part: neigh like Boanerges; own stable door; feed itself 

at tanks. 

Second part: Train took over from horses and horse-drawn carriages, so in 

some ways it was the ‘new’ horse; both are fast and transport people. 

 

Question 2. 

Type and structure: Recall question. 4 marks, so 4 bits of the train’s journey; 

these should be in sequence. 

Answer possibilities: The train races through valleys – stops to fill up on water – 

goes around mountains – travels through ramshackle towns – then climbs a hill 

– in a quarry/embankment, puffing and hooting – then speeds downhill and is at 

destination. 

 

Level 2 

 

Question 1. 

Type and structure: Technique question. 6 marks, so 3 complete PEELs 

needed for full marks. Per PEEL 1 mark for point and quotation, 1 mark for 

explanation. 

Answer possibilities:  

 she uses onomatopoeia: ‘lick’ and ‘lap’ – ‘l’ sound mirrors the rolling of 

tongue when swallowing suggesting train rolls over the ground it 

‘swallows’. 

 onomatopoeia/alliteration: ‘horrid, hooting’ – ‘h’ sound suggests wheezy 

breathing and hooting mirrors low whistle as train runs out of steam as 

it’s going uphill. 

 metaphors of eating: ‘lick’, ‘lap’ and ‘feed’ – suggest train is eating up the 

ground it travels over. Suggests the train is going quickly. 

 detail ‘crawl’ – shows how slow the long train has become as it inches 

forward.  

 

Question 2. 
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Type and structure: Technique question. 4 marks, so 2 complete PEELs 

needed for full marks. Per PEEL 1 mark for point and quotation, 1 mark for 

explanation. 

Answer possibilities:  

 whole poem is one sentence: the sentence is the journey and does not 

end till it stops at full stop. 

 stanzas 1,2 and 4 regular with regular rhythm that mirrors train. 

 stanza 3, where train goes uphill, is longer and rhythm is broken up, 

mirroring its laboured way uphill. 

 frequent use of ‘and’ suggests breathless racing of the train trying to get 

to journey’s end without pause. 

 

Sample text 2 (page 48) 

 

Level 1 

 

Question 1. 

Type and structure: This is a simplified Technique question, as you do not need 

to quote or name the technique, as this has been done for you. So only two 

explanations of the effectiveness of the rhyme are needed (2 marks per 

explanation). 

Answer possibilities:  

 the rhyme makes the poem flow better. Each stanza is a separate 

statement that flows more easily and is made more memorable through 

the rhyme. 

 it makes it seem almost like a song. The poem is titled ‘Blues’, which is a 

type of song, so one can almost imagine the narrator singing this as he 

keeps watch. 

 the rhyming couplets add humour and lightness to the poem. Some of 

the rhymes are quite unexpected (‘blows’ and ’nose’) and therefore funny.  

 

Question 2. 

Type and structure: Response question. 5 marks, so the better you write, the 

higher marks you will get; you should try to use the poem as starting point. 

Answer possibilities: you could refer to the weather, the fact that you are far 

from home, the fact that you are bored and don’t quite know why you’re 

guarding a wall. You should also include some own ideas, such as not being 
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able to speak to the native Britons, finding them barbaric und filthy, not liking 

your centurion. 

 

Level 2 

 

Question 1. 

Type and structure: Recall question. 3 marks, so 3 different points. 1 mark per 

quotation. 

Answer possibilities: I’ve lice in my tunic; a cold in my nose; I don’t know why; 

My girl’s in Tungria; I sleep alone; I want my girl and I want my pay. 

 

Question 2. 

Type and structure: Thought question. 6 marks, so 3 complete PEELs needed 

for full marks. Per PEEL 1 mark for point and quotation, 1 mark for explanation. 

Answer possibilities:  

 he likes to complain: ‘a cold in my nose’ – although a cold is not a great 

ailment, he complains about it and makes it sound a lot worse than it is. 

 he is jealous: ‘Aulus goes hanging around her place’ – as soon as he is 

not with his girlfriend, he thinks that other men are trying to seduce her. 

 he’s judgmental: ‘Piso… worships a fish’ – he has not bothered to find 

out about Christianity and who Christians really worship, but puts Piso 

down for his belief and wanting to keep people chaste. 

 he is not sentimental: ‘She gave me a ring but I diced it away’ – he does 

not value the gift his girlfriend gives him but turns it into money so he can 

gamble. 

 has very simple needs: ‘I want my girl and I want my pay’ – his view of 

the world is very limited; has no interest in culture or foreign lands: wants 

only money and his girlfriend. 

 

 

Chapter 4 – Section B: Writing tasks 

 

Correcting sentences (page 51) 

 

These are suggestions only: there are many ways to correct these.  

Note: just because the sentences have been corrected does not mean they are 

necessarily stylistically good. 
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1 I never knew where I was so as soon as I could get in touch with the 

people in my country I asked them to take me home. 

2 With gun bullets going everywhere and people screaming, the robbers 

shouted at the clerks behind the bank desks. 

3 The person in the bag is pinned to the floor and threatened to be killed 

unless a couple of thousand pounds is brought to the robbers. 

4 People escape through the back, rolling out like rocks, and knock down 

three people. 

5 The park was surrounded by trees making it as dark as death. 

6 Snow flakes were attracted magnetically to the icy floor. 

 

Spellings (page 52) 

 

1 Fill in the correct form of they’re/their or there: 

There_ are three boys and _they’re__ playing with __their_ ball and as 

_they’re_ kicking it around _there_ is a policeman standing _there_ and 

watching _their_ antics. 

2 Fill in the correct form of to/too or two 

_To_ have __two_ people more in this lifeboat would mean there are 

_too_ many people in the boat for it _to_ reach its destination, which is 

still _two_ days away. 

3 Fill in the correct form of its/it’s 

_It’s_ late and the beast polishes _its_ claws as _it’s_ going hunting to 

feed _its_ family. 

 

Tightening language (page 53) 

 

This is a suggestion only: there are many ways to tighten this.  

Note: just because this has been tightened does not mean the story is good 

(although it will be better written). 

 

My legs lay twisted beneath me. Something dreadful had happened to them 

while I was falling down the mountain, just before the storm struck. A sharp 

object was painfully buried underneath the skin. And all I could think of was the 

fire in my legs. I tried to think of other things, but it was useless. 

 

Eliminating got and get (page 54) 
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I mounted the horse within ten minutes after I received your letter. When I 

arrived at Canterbury I hired a chaise for town; but I was drenched through, and 

have caught such a cold that I shall not rid myself of in a hurry. I reached the 

Treasury about noon, but first of all shaved and dressed. I soon learnt the 

secret of tabling a memorial to the Board, but I could not obtain an answer then; 

however, I received intelligence from a messenger that I should obtain one next 

morning. 

 

 

Chapter 5 – Paper 1 Section B: Writing for a purpose 

 

Writing introductions (page 59) 

 

These are suggestions only: there are many ways to write these introductions. 

 

School uniform should be abolished. 

 

1 Own experience 

In my experience school uniform is more helpful than not. When I dress 

in the morning I don’t have to think about what to wear, I put on the 

school uniform. Instead of scrabbling round for T-shirts and trousers and 

matching hoodies, I reach for my uniform and don’t have to waste a 

moment’s thought on what to wear.  

 

2 Current affairs or historical link 

Although predominantly a domain of the military, uniforms have been 

used throughout the ages to show (voluntarily or involuntarily) adherence 

to a certain group of people. Thus monks wear a habit and bear a 

tonsure to distinguish them from others. This is just as much a form of 

uniform as the breastplates and high helmets of the Life Guards in 

London. 

 

3 Definition 

A uniform is type of clothing that makes all people look the same and 

immediately conveys to anybody seeing them that they belong to a 

certain group. As such I shall, for the purposes of this essay, only take a 

dress code that makes all pupils look the same to be school uniform. 

‘Looser’ school uniform, where pupils can wear any colour trousers as 
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long as they are corduroy or similar will not form part of my discussion, 

as these are far enough removed from the idea (and ideal) of a uniform. 

 

4 Proverb or saying 

‘Clothes make the man’ is a well-known proverb that states that we are 

often judged by the clothes we wear. Dress like a king, and everyone will 

treat you like a king. But there is also another facet to this proverb: it 

suggests that if you dress like a king, you will also start behaving like a 

king.  

 

5 Cultural link 

In the Trojan war, when Achilles refused to fight, his friend Patroklus 

donned his armour to make the Trojans think the great warrior himself 

was on the field against them. Though strictly speaking not a uniform, 

this episode demonstrates how a uniform, by making people 

recognisable, can help others respond to them or know who they are 

dealing with. 

 

6 Title in own words 

The question whether all pupils should wear the same clothes that also 

identify them with the school is one that has split opinion time and again 

over the years. 

 

Book introductions (page 70) 

 

Although these may not be books you will use, these examples will help you get 

an idea of the book intros. 

 

‘Noughts and Crosses’ by Malorie Blackman is set in an alternate reality of 

today’s world, in which the ruling black crosses have racially segregated the 

second-class white citizens. Main characters are Sephy, daughter of a cross 

minister, and her friend from childhood, Callum, who as a white nought finds 

himself oppressed by the crosses. 

 

‘The Old Man and the Sea’ by Ernest Hemingway tells the story of Santiago, an 

old Cuban fisher, and his battle to catch and bring back to shore an enormous 

marlin.  

 

Conclusions (page 72) 
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Once again, this is a suggestion only. 

 

There seem to be a number of scenarios in which common sense would say it 

is right to kill someone. This is either when your own life is threatened in a very 

real and immediate way or when with one death you could prevent the certain 

death of millions. As clear-cut as these scenarios sound, there are many grey 

areas in their application, which suggests it might be safer to hold all life 

sacrosanct. However, rather than think about in which cases killing someone 

might be justified, shouldn’t we be trying to eradicate the factors that push 

people to violence, such as poverty and insufficient education? 

 

 

Chapter 6 – Paper 2 Section B: Creative writing 

 

Re-interpreting titles (page 78) 

 

These are suggestions only: there are many ways to re-interpret these titles. 

 

1 My Family 

Could be pets; could be a pet talking about its human owners; could be 

an exchange pupil or orphan who gains a new family; could be fellow 

soldiers or other members of a close-knit group; could be a family of pets 

or other creatures that share the house (e.g. my family of mice in the 

attic). 

 

2 Journey to London 

London could be the name of dog (like the bear Paddington); London 

could be surname of person (like Jack London of ‘White Fang’ fame, so 

could be learning to appreciate the novels of London); could be a 

fictionalised place; could be finding the ‘true’ London. 

 

3 Shopping 

Internet shopping; shopping around for advice or answers; imagine you 

are the shopping centre; gull or rat on rubbish dump – like a shopping 

centre. 

 

4 Trapped 



 

 English for Common Entrance Study & Revision Guide 

© Hodder & Stoughton Limited 2013 

 

Answers 

Could be in time, rather than space (so constantly reliving same 

moments); could be trapped in mirror, a camera, the TV; could be from 

pov of an animal that has been caught in a snare; pov of the trap: a 

crafty and sly fellow with immense patience; a trapped horse is one that 

has its trappings (ornamental harness) on – use that. 

 

5 The Cascade 

Could be the name of an amusement arcade; name of a ship; a 

chocolate fountain; could be an inundation with letters, insults or 

anything else. 

 

 

Story beginnings (page 80) 

 

Once again, these are suggestions only.  

 

1 Dialogue 

‘Come with us now! Make sure you’re not late!’ 

Late for what? The first time I heard them cry out to me in passing, I did 

not understand what they meant. Then, I did not know I would be leaving. 

 

2 Onomatopoeia 

I woke to a cold whoosh of wind rushing through the yellowing leaves. 

Shivering I thought how quickly the warmth and sun of summer had 

faded and how slowly, too, my friends were all disappearing. 

 

3 Setting 

Home was conveniently located between Midgewater and Telegraph 

Pole Hill. In summer the former teemed with life and I loved banking, 

dipping and diving with my friends, chattering and feeding. 

 

4 Mystery 

I felt it as soon as I opened my eyes: an emptiness at the bottom of my 

stomach, although I had eaten well the night before. A slight flutter that 

made me restless settled between my shoulderblades. What was it? 

 

The Furniture Game (page 83) 

 

This is an example: 
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A pansy, with his hair like a mop, 

Ribbon and flag, always fleeing the wind, 

He is the floral-patterned spoon rest 

Lying at the bottom of the drawer 

That in another house might have pride of place. 

 

This description is obviously of someone thin and unkempt (mop, ribbon), who 

seems to be bendy in body shape and quite vulnerable (ribbon, pansy). He 

seems to survive by going with the flow of things (flag and ribbon), though 

neglected (bottom of the drawer). There is a suggestion that he is slightly 

feminine (pansy, floral pattern) and out-of-place in his surroundings. 

 

Embellishing Similes (page 83) 

 

The following are examples.  

1 Gathering all his courage, John sped forwards like a lion that knows it 

faces an earnest rival, but will fight nevertheless to try to defend its pride 

from the intruder. 

2 Elated with her success, Anne swam through the water as swiftly as a 

fish that glories in its speed and prowess, flicking its shimmering tail in 

bursts of joy. 

3 Karin was so excited she felt she would burst like popcorn simmering in a 

pan, waiting for the heat to tear them apart in fusillades. 

4 James approached the enemy cat as stealthily as a leopard on a nightly 

prowl, blending into the dark, placing one velvet paw in front of the other. 

5 Kitty ran as fast as a cheetah that realises its quarry will escape if it 

cannot muster one final burst of pure speed. 

 

 

Chapter 8 – Practice paper 

 

In the table under ‘Answer Possibilities’ only a number of correct answers is 

listed: it is impossible to cover all eventualities; so, there will be a number of 

other, equally correct responses.  

 

Paper 1, Section A: Literary Prose 

 

My First Peregrine 

Level 2 
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Question Type and Structure Answer Possibilities 

1 What is day 
like? 

Recall. 
3 marks – 1 mark per 
point made 

misty day; winter; frost on the ground 
(‘rime’); sun warms and melts frost (except in 
shade); no wind. 

2 How shown 
that birds 
uneasy? 

Technique 
6 marks – 3 PEELs 
Per PEEL, 1 mark for 
point and evidence, 1 
mark for explanation 

 adverb/contrast: ‘dunlin feeding… 
suddenly’ – use of ‘suddenly’ 
suggests that something changes in 
mood as they fly upstream. 

 alliteration: ‘finches fluttered’ – 
repeated ‘f’ sound mirrors their fast 
wing beats; flutter suggests agitation, 
as wings being beaten faster than 
usual. 

 onomatopoeia: ‘hurr’ – strong sound 
of repeated ‘r’ suggests whirring 
wings, moving quickly to escape. 

 onomatopoeia: ‘clacked and 
spluttered’ – both word have hard, 
explosive  sounds in them (‘k’ and 
‘p’), which show the suddenness of 
the alarm. 

 metaphor: ‘desperate wings’ – shows 
birds are in great haste and urgency 
to get away; although the wings 
aren’t desperate, they are the part 
the bird uses to flee, making the 
metaphor effective. 

3 How 
peregrine 
vivid? 

Technique 
6 marks – 3 PEELs 
Per PEEL, 1 mark for 
point and evidence, 1 
mark for explanation 

 use of comparatives: ‘bigger and 
yellower’ – suggest it is more than 
other birds; stands out; it seems 
somehow more alive than other 
birds. 

 detailed description: ‘bullet-shaped 
head’ – shows bird is streamlined, 
but also stresses fact that it’s lethal 
and fast, like a bullet. 

 powerful language: ‘zest’ – zest is 
another word for enthusiasm so this 
shows that bird is full of energy and 
focus; it seems to enjoy what it’s 
doing. 

 powerful verb: ‘swept’ – suggests 
one strong, gliding motion across the 
sky, which also leaves the sky clear. 

 metaphor: ‘gone in a breath’ – shows 
speed of the bird that it can travel so 
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Question Type and Structure Answer Possibilities 

quickly, but also keys in to grey 
plumage that melts into misty 
background. 

 metaphor: ‘sharp wings’ – sharp 
implies deadly and that it can cut 
through things easily; wings can cut 
through the air quickly, making the 
bird more dangerous, too. 

4 Explain 
advice on 
how to 
approach 
peregrines 

Recall 
6 marks – 3 pairs of 
advice and reasoning  
1 mark per advice, 1 
mark per reasoning 

 must always look the same and act 
the same – birds do not like things 
suddenly changing, when something 
new happens. 

 always perform the same moves – 
ritual will calm the bird and make it 
not see you as threat. 

 make sure all parts of the body that 
can flash or stand out are covered – 
this will prevent sudden and 
unexpected flashes of light, which 
would scare the bird. 

 approach steadily across open 
ground – the peregrine needs to see 
what’s coming. 

5 Impression 
of author 

Thought 
4 marks – 2 PEELs 
Per PEEL, 1 mark for 
point and evidence, 1 
mark for explanation 

 observant: ‘flinging and darting 
forwards’ – he watches bird flight 
very carefully and can distinguish 
different types, so must spend time 
observing. 

 perseveres: ‘for ten years I spent all 
my winters’ – he is prepared to give 
up a lot of time to pursue one object: 
watching peregrines, so he is dogged 
and determined. 

 careful: ‘with steady unfaltering 
movements’ – advice sounds like this 
is what he has done; suggests he is 
moving cautiously towards bird so as 
not to scare it. 

 respects nature: ‘to be… accepted by 
a peregrine’ – wants to approach the 
bird on its footing; more interested in 
not scaring the bird, almost seeks 
approval of peregrine. 

 

Level 1 
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Question Type and Structure Answer Possibilities 

1 Two quotes 
that it’s a cold 
day 

Recall 
2 marks – 1 mark per 
quote 

December day; fields glittered with rime; 
boats were encrusted with it [rime]; stiff 
crackling white grass; Frost stayed all day 

2 (a) lines 7-
12 
onomatopeia 
and 
alliteration 

Technique (split) 
 
Evidence (2 marks) – 1 
mark per technique 
correctly listed 

onomatopoeia:  

 fluttered (line 8) 

 whirling (line 8) 

 hurr (line 9) 

 clacked and spluttered (line 12) 
alliteration:  

 finches fluttered (line 8) 

 whirling away with… wings (lines 8-
9) 

 full of fieldfares (line 11) 

(b) explain 
why used 

Explanation (4 marks) 
– 2 marks per 
explanation; simple 
explanation will get 1 
mark 

[in the same order as above] 

 sound suggests rubbing of feathers 
and sharp beats of wings as bird are 
excited. 

 sound suggests wind moving past 
birds as they speed through sky; 
also circular movement which 
suggests panic (not straight). 

 strong sound of repeated ‘r’ 
suggests whirring wings, moving 
quickly to escape. 

 both words have hard, explosive  
sounds in them (‘k’ and ‘p’), which 
show the suddenness of the alarm. 

 repeated ‘f’ sound mirrors their fast 
wing beats; flutter suggests 
agitation, as wings being beaten 
faster than usual. 

 repeated ‘w’ sound suggests wind 
moving about them as they panic. 
Repeated sound suggests they are 
not moving clearly. 

 emphasis of ‘f’ makes phrase more 
memorable, also suggesting the 
many birds. 

3 (a) 2 quotes 
that show 
author’s 
amazement in 
lines 20-26 

Thought (split) 
 
Evidence (2 marks) – 1 
mark per appropriate 
quotation 

 none has excelled it 

 for ten years I spent all my winters 
searching 

 eye becomes insatiable for hawks 

 ecstatic fury 

(b) Explain 
choices 

Explanation (4 marks) 
– 2 marks per 
explanation; simple 

[in the same order as above] 

 although he’s seen many other 
hawks his first stands out as unique. 



 

 English for Common Entrance Study & Revision Guide 

© Hodder & Stoughton Limited 2013 

 

Answers 

Question Type and Structure Answer Possibilities 

explanation will get 1 
mark 

 first encounter so memorable that he 
spent next ten years trying to find 
something similar; first meeting left a 
deep mark. 

 something so special, you want to 
have it the whole time and can’t see 
enough. 

 sight puts you in a trance, it’s like a 
vision, something you go out and 
chase to have again. 

4 (a) Three 
bits of advice 
in own words 

Recall 
3 marks – 1 mark per 
piece of advice; must 
be in own words 

 keep things unchanged, both 
clothing and habits.  

 have a set pattern of doing things. 

 cover all shiny things. 

 be as unmoving as possible 

 keep out where you can easily be 
seen 

(b) Why good 
advice 

Recall 
3 marks – 1 mark per 
reason from text 
[can also be treated as 
thought, then 1 mark 
per point made] 

[in same order as above] 

 changes make birds nervous 

 routines will calm the birds, making 
them think you are not a threat 

 don’t surprise or startle birds 

 sudden movements will scare birds 

 peregrine doesn’t fear anything it 
can see from far off 

5 Would you 
have been as 
excited as 
author at sight 
of peregrine? 

Response 
5 marks – marks 
awarded according to 
how well case is 
argued. Reference to 
text must be given for 
full marks 

Possible responses are: 
NO: just a bird; one bird not that exciting 
(when there are so many others); too cold. 
YES: fastest bird and seeing one in the wild 
is rare; excitement of hunt and chase. 

 

Paper 1, Section B: Writing Task  

 

Use the mark scheme and guidance contained at the end of chapter 6 of the 

Study and Revision Guide to mark this section. 

 

Paper 2, Section A: Poetry  

 

Cynddylan on a Tractor 

Level 2 
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Question Type and Structure Answer Possibilities 

1 Why does 
poem start 
with ‘Ah’? 

Thought (stunted) 
2 marks – 1 mark per 
point made 

 conversational style 

 as though changing topic of 
conversation 

 as an exclamation it’s a fitting 
introduction to the wonder of man 
melted to machine 

 makes poem more immediate. 

2 How does 
poet bring 
across novelty 
of Cynddylan 
on tractor? 

Technique 
8 marks – 4 PEELs 
Per PEEL, 1 mark for 
point and evidence, 1 
mark for explanation 

 metaphor: ‘nerves of metal and his 
blood oil’ – he has become one with 
machine, he no longer has normal 
body tissue; the tractor makes him 
feel more powerful. 

 alliteration: ‘clutch curses’ – sound 
mirrors the grating of the clutch, 
shows that machine not as slick as 
first thought. 

 metaphor: ‘knight at arms’ – shows 
that he is glinting and huge, some 
monster from a time forgotten who 
lords it over the peasants. 

 onomatopoeia: ‘scattering hens’ – 
machinery affects farm animals 
negatively, they’re not used to a 
tractor; hard ‘k’ sounds mirrors hens 
clawing the ground to get away. 

 direct address to reader: ‘you should 
see’ – it’s an amazing sight, 
something not to be missed. 

 tricolon: ‘foxes and squirrels and 
bright jays’ – shows all of nature is 
affected by him, large and small 
animals and birds. 

3 What do we 
learn about 
Cynddylan? 

Thought 
6 marks – 3 PEELs 
Per PEEL, 1 mark for 
point and evidence, 1 
mark for explanation 

 vain: ‘as a great man should’ – he 
obviously thinks he’s better than all 
the others and tractor cements that 
belief. 

 ridiculous: ‘the knight in arms’ – has 
delusions of grandeur that are out of 
place, farmer can’t be knight, they 
were two different social classes. 

 has little care for nature or animals: 
‘emptying the woods’ – rather than 
drive cautiously, he obviously enjoys 
scaring the animals and watching 
them cringe before his machine. 

 thinks technology is a godsend: ‘part 
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of the machine’ – he  has almost 
become one with the machine 
showing he uses it as much as he 
can and delights in it. 

 proud: ‘passes proudly’ – thinks  the 
tractor is his achievement, that he 
has got somewhere as he can afford 
a tractor. 

5 What does 
poem suggest 
about 
relationship 
technology 
and nature? 

Thought 
4 marks – 2 PEELs 
Per PEEL, 1 mark for 
point and evidence, 1 
mark for explanation 
 
Or 4 shorter points 

 nature scared of man and 
technology: ‘scattering hens’, 
‘emptying the wood’. 

 technology draws man away from 
nature: ‘birds singing... in vain’. 

 technology unnatural: ‘blood oil’ – not 
the way it should be. 

 technology takes over man/nature: 
‘part of the machine’. 

 technology ruins nature: ‘breaking 
the fields’... silence’. 

 technology gives man something to 
control (he can’t control nature). 

5 Is 
Cynddylan 
right to ignore 
nature? Use 
the poem to 
guide your 
response. 

Response 
5 marks according to 
quality of response 
 
1-2: simple response 
that shows little 
reference to the story 
and little craft 
3-4: good, solid 
response with some 
reference to the poem 
and some literary 
techniques 
5: sophisticated piece 
using elements from 
the poem and literary 
techniques 

Answers will vary. 
 
Pupils could pick up on fact that birds are 
purely ornamental (‘singing’) and that job of 
farmer is to work the land and tame it rather 
than stare at it (‘breaking’ the fields) 
Pupils could refer to fact that if Cynddylan 
only absorbed in tractor and work, he 
misses the simple beauty around him 
(‘kindling all the hedges’) and that nature is 
the basis for his livelihood so he has no 
reason to ignore it and act ‘proudly’ towards 
it. 
 
Pupils need not make a balanced argument.  

 

Level 1 

 

Question Type and Structure Answer Possibilities 

1 What has 
happened to 
Cynddylan in 
the poem 

Recall 
2 marks – 1 mark per 
point made 

 he has a new tractor 

 he has become one with the tractor 

 he has become some sort of 
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machine. 

2 (a) Vivid 
picture of 
Cynddylan on 
tractor from 
lines 3-9 

Technique (split) 
 
Evidence (2 marks) – 1 
mark per quotation 

 nerves of metal 

 his blood oil 

 clutch curses 

 knight at arms 

 scattering hens 

 you should see. 

Explain what 
they tell us of 
Cynddylan 

Explanation (4 marks) 
– 2 marks per 
explanation; simple 
explanation will get 1 
mark 

[in the same order as above (but first two 
explained together)] 

 nerves of metal / his blood oil – he  
has become one with machine, he 
no longer has normal body tissue; 
the tractor makes him feel more 
powerful. 

 clutch curses – sound mirrors the 
grating of the clutch, shows that 
machine not as slick as first thought. 

 shows that he is glinting and huge, 
some monster from a time forgotten 
who lords it over the peasants. 

 machinery affects farm animals 
negatively, they’re not used to a 
tractor; hard ‘k’ sounds mirrors hens 
clawing the ground to get away. 

 it’s an amazing sight, something not 
to be missed. 

3 Nature’s 
reaction to 
Cynddylan  

Thought 
6 marks – 3 PEELs 
Per PEEL, 1 mark for 
point and evidence, 1 
mark for explanation 

 scatters hens – even farmyard 
animals, who are used to man being 
around, are scared of the tractor. 

 emptying the wood – the 
unexpectedness of tractor, size and 
noise, scare all wild animals out of 
the woods. 

 birds singing... in vain – the tractor is 
so noisy, the birds can’t be heard; 
nature is blotted out. 

 breaking the fields’... silence – the 
usual calm of the fields is disrupted 
by noise of tractor. 

 the sun comes… not for him – 
although nature there for everyone, 
he does not notice it, as he’s 
engrossed with tractor. 

4 Is tractor 
blessing or 
curse 

Thought (split) 
 
Evidence (2 marks) – 1 

blessing:  

 gone the old look that yoked him to 
the soil 
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(a) one quote 
for each side 

mark per appropriate 
quotation for one side 

 a new man 

 the gears obey his least bidding 

 lo, he’s away 
curse:  

 part of the machine 

 breaking the fields’... silence 

 not for him 

 singing in vain 
- proudly 

(b) Explain 
quotes 

Explanation (4 marks) 
– 2 marks per 
explanation; simple 
explanation will get 1 
mark 

[in the same order as above] 
blessing: 

 the tractor has set Cynddylan free 
and he is no longer as dependent on 
the soil. 

 he now has time for other things, 
tractor makes him feel reborn, new 
ease of work. 

 technology easy to control, not hard 
to work. 

 much quicker rate of work. 
curse: 

 tractor de-humanises, makes 
Cynddylan less a person. 

 breaking the fields – breaking is 
harsh word and suggest fields are 
not being treated properly, but forced 
into doing what Cynddylan wants. 

 technology takes mind off 
surroundings and forces it to focus 
only on mechanics. 

 tractor makes him feel like he needs 
nothing else; false sense of security. 

5 Would you 
be proud if 
you were 
Cynddylan? 

Response 
5 marks according to 
quality of response 
 
1-2: simple response 
that shows little 
reference to the poem 
and little craft 
3-4: good, solid 
response with some 
reference to the poem 
and some explanations 
5: sophisticated piece 
using elements from 

Answers will vary. 
Pupils could refer to fact that tractor is quite 
novel (1952); that it makes work easier; that 
it makes Cynddylan feel he is someone 
better and stronger, above nature or that he 
has conquered it. 
Pupils could also refer to the fact that they 
wouldn’t want to disrupt nature. 
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the poem and more 
detailed explanations 

 

Paper 2, Section B: Writing Task  

 

Use the mark scheme and guidance contained at the end of chapter 7 of the 

Study and Revision Guide to mark this section. 

  


