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1 
1 
UNIT 

Know how to read for comprehension

Know how to skim

I am learning how to:

➜ skim to get an overview of a text

➜ sum up fi rst thoughts on what a text is about.

You can skim a text to give you a general idea of what it is about.

● Run your eyes over a whole text without stopping to read every word. Just focus on 

understanding what the pictures, captions, main headings and fi rst paragraph are 

telling you.

● The writer’s main points will be in the heading, any subheadings and, usually, the 

fi rst sentence of each paragraph of the main text. Read these and then decide what 

the text is about.

Key term 
Skim – skim by running your 

eyes across the whole text. 

Notice pictures, captions, 

headings and main points. 

This will give you an overview 

of what the text is about. You 

will also then know where 

to fi nd different pieces of 

information in the text.

Activity 3 Sum up what a text is about

1 Read the summary below, written by a student, of their fi rst thoughts of what the 

text is about. What do you think of the summary?

The article is about different ways of travelling by the Thames. It tells 
readers they can use a bike, train, bus or plane, and really enjoy seeing 
the cityscape.

2 Improve the summary. Check back to the text to make sure you are accurate in 

your overview and the detail of the main points.

.....................................................................

When you fi rst meet a text, 

you can skim the whole text 

and sum it up. Then check 

the text again to make sure 

your summary is accurate 

and includes enough detail.

Focus your effort

Activity 1
 Skim the whole text to gain 

an overview

1 Skim the text on page 5. Let your eyes run over the 

whole text, pausing to read the headings. What are 

your fi rst thoughts on what the article is about?

2 Next, look at the pictures.

a) What do the three photographs show you?

b) What is the link between them?

3 How does the main heading link to the pictures?

4 Skim the ‘standfi rst’ – the fi rst paragraph, printed 

in bold. Then sum up in one sentence what your 

skimming skills tell you the article is about, for 

example:

This article tells readers… about…

............................................

Activity 2 Skim the main points

1 Read the headings again. Which types of transport 

are named?

2 What kinds of transport might be suggested by 

these headings?

‘Take to the air’

‘Riverside views’

3 Read the fi rst sentence of each paragraph. This 

is the topic sentence, which often says what the 

paragraph will be about. Why might readers take 

these different types of transport?

............................................
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Best views in London
The capital’s public transport network isn’t only 
about getting from A to B – it can also take you to 
and from the city’s most stunning sights.

Take to the air
Opened in time for the 2012 Olympic Games, the Emirates 

Air Line offers fabulous views across the Thames and 

London. Running 

between North 

Greenwich and the 

Royal Docks, the UK’s 

fi rst urban cable car 

offers easy access 

to the O2 Arena and 

ExCeL Exhibition 

Centre.

Front row seats
Catch a Docklands Light Railway (DLR) train and head 

for Cutty Sark station for the Royal Observatory in 

Greenwich.

Views from the top are second-to-none – night and day.

Remember to sit at the front of the train if possible – 

a treat in itself.

Alternatively, get off at Limehouse for a waterside stroll. 

British Waterways cares for 100 miles of London’s 

waterways, including the docks surrounding Canary Wharf, 

the Regent’s Canal and the River Lea in east London.

If it’s more of a cityscape you’re looking for, the walk 

from Canary Riverside (at Westferry or Canary Wharf 

DLR) towards Tower 

Bridge (by Tower 

Gateway DLR or 

Tower Hill tube) is a 

must.

If you time it right you 

might even catch a 

glorious sunset.

Let the train take the strain
Board a train to Greenwich station and head to the top 

of Greenwich Park Hill for sweeping views across the 

Thames to St Paul’s Cathedral and beyond.

Greenwich Park is the largest of the Royal Parks and 

boasts rose gardens, tennis courts, a boating lake and 

its very own herd of deer.

Hop on a bike
Have a go on a Barclays 

Cycle Hire bike.

There are heaps of 

routes to try, which could 

take you past canals, 

waterways and the open 

spaces of the Royal 

Parks.

For more information, visit 

tfl .gov.uk/cycling

Riverside views
Whether you’re new to the capital or a local, there’s 

always something to discover on a trip along the 

Thames.

London’s river services offer fast routes for commuters, as 

well as more sedate tourist cruises for visitors wanting to 

stop off at, or just admire, London’s landmarks.

On the buses
Hop on a bus to Primrose Hill for a stunning view of the 

city (routes C11, 31 and 274 are among those that stop 

nearby).

Its position north of Regent’s Park gives you a fi ne view 

of London Zoo, as well as the City in the distance and 

Canary Wharf to the east.
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2 Know how to scan

I am learning how to:

➜ scan to fi nd specifi c information in a text

➜ comment on the information I fi nd.

You can scan a text to fi nd specifi c facts or details.

● Before you scan, decide what is likely to help you spot the information you need. 

For example, if you’re looking for dates, look for numbers; if you’re looking for 

names, look for capital letters.

● Use features such as headings and bold print to work out where the information you 

need is likely to be found in the text.

● Run a fi nger along each line to help your eyes track and search for specifi c details. 

Then read the whole sentence closely to make sure it is telling you the information 

that you need.

Key term
Scan – track the text to 

fi nd specifi c facts or 

details in it. You know 

what you are searching

for. 

Activity 1 Scan for specifi c details

Scan the text on page 7 opposite. Use the kind of 

text you are looking for to help you fi nd these specifi c 

details:

1 When did England fi rst win the Grand Slam? Search 

for a date.

2 Which team conceded most points to England in a 

match? Search for a name.

3 Which individual scored the most penalties in a 

match? Search for a number.

............................................

Activity 3
 Scan for details so that you 

can compare them

To scan for details to compare them, break the task 

into stages. For example, to compare the achievements 

of individual England players in 2001 and 2003:

1 Find and list the achievements that the individual 

England players gained in 2001.

2 Find and list the achievements that the individual 

England players gained in 2003.

3 Compare the individual England players’ 

achievements in 2001 and 2003. In which year did 

England players win the most individual awards?

............................................

Activity 2
 Scan for a number of related 

details

Use the headings and organisation of the text to help 

you scan for related details.

1 How many records in total does Wilkinson hold?

2 When did England win the Championship, a Grand 

Slam and a Triple Crown in the same years?

3 Where and on what date did Alex Goode make his 

fi rst appearance as a 6 Nations player?

............................................

Activity 4
 Comment on the information 

you fi nd

When you scan a text and use the details in your 

writing, you should quote evidence from the text and 

comment on it.

1 Find evidence to prove that the England team was 

highly successful in both 2001 and 2003.

2 Write a short paragraph explaining your fi ndings. 

Include details from Activities 1 to 4. Explain your ideas 

using phrases such as because… or this shows that…

............................................

Core English 168952.indb   6Core English 168952.indb   6 21/01/14   12:42 AM21/01/14   12:42 AM



Unit 1 Know how to read for comprehension

7

One to watchAlex Goode
Position: Full-backDate of birth: 7/5/88Caps: 6

Made his debut as a substitute 
centre in the Johannesburg loss to South Africa, but selected at full-back in the next Test at Port Elizabeth and 

hasn’t looked back since. His experience at fly-half for Saracens gives England an extra option in attack and he can also kick goals. His impres-
sive form has led to recognised 
full-back Mike Brown being played on the wing and means 

Ben Foden will have a battle to 
regain his place.

This article tells readers about some of the England rugby team’s achievements while 

playing in the 6 Nations competition.

Championship records
Championship wins – 26: 1883, 1884, 1892, 1910, 1913, 1914, 
1921, 1923, 1924, 1928, 1930, 1934, 1937, 1953, 1957, 1958, 
1963, 1980, 1991, 1992, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2003, 2011

Grand Slams – 12: 1913, 1914, 1921, 1923, 1924, 1928, 1957, 
1980, 1991, 1992, 1995, 2003

Triple Crowns – 23: 1883, 1884, 1892, 1913, 1914, 1921, 1923, 
1924, 1925, 1934, 1937, 1954, 1957, 1960, 1980, 1991,

1992, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 2002, 2003

Individual
Most points: 546 J.P. Wilkinson (1998–2011)

Most points in a season: 89 Wilkinson (2001)
Most points in a match: 35 Wilkinson v Italy (2001)

Most tries: 18 C.N. Lowe (1913–1923), R. Underwood (1984–1996)
Most tries in a season: 8 Lowe (1914)

Most tries in a match: 4 R.W. Poulton v France (1914), 
C.J. Ashton v Italy (2011)

Most conversions: 89 Wilkinson
Most conversions in a season: 24 Wilkinson (2001)

Most conversions in a match: 9 Wilkinson v Italy (2001)
Most penalties: 105 Wilkinson

Most penalties in a season: 18 S.D. Hodgkinson (1991), Wilkinson (2001)
Most penalties in a match: 7 Hodgkinson v Wales (1991),
C.R. Answer v Scotland (1995), Wilkinson v France (1999)

Most drop-goals: 11 Wilkinson
Most drop-goals in a season: 5 Wilkinson (2003)

Most drop-goals in a match: 2 R. Hiller v Ireland (1970), 
A.G.B. Old v France (1978), J.P. Horton v France (1980), 

P.J. Grayson v France (1996), Wilkinson v Wales and Ireland (2003)
Most appearances: 54 J. Leonard (1991–2004)

Team
Most points in a season: 229 (2001)

Most tries in a season: 29 (2001)
Most points scored: 80 v Italy (2001)

Most points conceded: 43 v Ireland (2007)
Biggest winning margin: 57 v Italy (2001)
Biggest losing margin: 30 v Ireland (2007)

Tournament 

Form in 2012

Six Nations

Six Nations

Six Nations

Six Nations

Six Nations

Tour 

Tour

Tour

Tour

Cook Cup

Tour

Hillary Shield

Date 

Feb 4

Feb 11

Feb 25

Mar 11

Mar 17

Jun 9

Jun 16

Jun 23

Nov 10

Nov 17

Nov 24

P 12, W 6, D 1, L 5, Points For 277, Points Against 212

Dec 1

Match 

Scotland 6 v ENG 13

Italy 15 v ENG 19

ENG 12 v Wales 19

France 22 v ENG 24

ENG 30 v Ireland 9

S Africa 22 v ENG 17

S Africa 36 v ENG 27 

S Africa 14 v ENG 14

ENG 54 v Fiji 12

ENG 14 v Australia 20

ENG 15 v S Africa 16

ENG 38 v N Zealand 21

Venue 

Edinburgh 

Rome 

Twickenham

Paris 

Twickenham

Durban 

Johannesburg

Port Elizabeth

Twickenham 

Twickenham 

Twickenham 

Twickenham
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3 Know how to understand unfamiliar vocabulary

I am learning how to:

➜ make sense of unfamiliar vocabulary

➜ increase my own vocabulary.

When you meet an unfamiliar word or phrase in a text, a dictionary can help you fi nd 

the meaning, or you can use what you do know to help you work out what you don’t 

know.

‘Invariably’

Root word means ‘changing’.

Prefi x means ‘without’.

Suffi x suggests the word is 

an adverb, i.e. describing 

how an action is done.

Activity 1 
Work out the meaning from 

the context

1 You can use the context of the sentence, phrase or 

paragraph to work out the meaning of unfamiliar 

words.

 Read the text at the top of page 9. Explain how the 

context helps you to understand the words below.

a) Title and paragraph 1:

i ‘technique’

ii ‘visual link’

iii ‘criteria’

b) Paragraph 2:

i ‘vivid’

ii ‘repulsive’

2 Read a phrase (group of words) and use both the 

context and the meaning of each word in the phrase 

to help you work out what the whole phrase means.

 Read the text at the bottom of page 9 and then 

focus on the fi rst sentence. What does each of these 

phrases mean?

a) ‘motor memory’

b) ‘fi ne motor control’

c) ‘practised actions’

............................................

Activity 2
 Search for clues within the 

word

1 Check whether the main part of the word is similar 

to another word whose meaning you already know. 

Then work out what the rest of the word may 

suggest. Look at the example below. Then choose a 

word from the heading of the text at the bottom of 

page 9 and explain it.

2 Identify the root word, then work out what the word 

might mean by understanding the prefi x. Use the word’s 

context to guide your ideas. Try this with the words 

below.

a) Text at top of page 9:

i ‘interact’

ii ‘interfacing’

b) Text at bottom of 

page 9:

i ‘represent’

ii ‘refi ne’

iii ‘underlies’

3 Identify the root word, then work out what the word 

might mean by understanding the suffi x. Use the word’s 

context to guide your ideas. Try this with the words 

below.

a) Text at top of page 9:

i ‘memorable’

ii ‘visualisation’

b) Text at bottom of 

page 9:

i ‘memorised’

ii ‘additional’

...............................................
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How to memorise a list of words

Here’s the technique in a nutshell: we’re going to take each word and fi nd a visual 

link with the word next to it. Not just any picture that happens to link them, but one 

that involves the following criteria.

1  The picture should be vivid. That means you need to take a moment to clearly see 

the picture in your head once you have decided on it. Also, let yourself engage 

emotionally with it for a moment. If the picture is amusing (many of them will be) 

look at it and fi nd it funny. If it’s disgusting, actually fi nd it repulsive. Some people 

don’t think that they can visualise anything but don’t worry. There’s no proper 

‘visualisation’ involved. This is easy.

2  The elements of the picture should interact. Picturing A and B standing next to 

each other won’t do the trick. It’s much better if A could be made of B, or if A 

could be forced into B, or if A could smack or dance with B.

3  The picture should be unusual. If you have to link ‘man’ and ‘cup’, for example, 

you may be able to vividly imagine those two interfacing, but the picture may 

be too normal, such as ‘a man drinking from a cup’. The picture will be more 

memorable if the man is trying to drink from a giant cup, or is sucking the cup 

into his face, or if there is a tiny man in a cup trying to get out before the tea gets 

poured in.

Interdependent stages of motor memory

Motor memory provides fine motor control for practised actions. These include 

everything from the subtle controls over the vocal cords that produce speech, 

to the motor control that underlies the complicated act of walking without 

losing one’s balance. Motor memory is tied to the learning of skills. Recent 

research suggests that motor memory’s application to learning new skills 

takes place in two stages. The first stage recruits neural networks that best 

represent the motions required for the skill, such as eyes, ears and fingers 

for playing the piano. The second stage occurs after the basic motions are 

mastered and implicitly memorised, when the brain recruits additional neurons 

to refine the motions. That’s the difference between the adequate performance 

of a weekend musician and the masterful performance of one who practises 

for a seat in a symphony orchestra.

This text explains how your brain learns and remembers how to perform different 

actions.

When you have learned a new 

word, make it part of your 

own vocabulary. You could 

memorise new words using 

the techniques described in 

the fi rst text. Try to use the 

words in your speech and 

in your writing as soon as 

possible. Learn about prefi xes 

and suffi xes – for example:

● inter – means ‘between’

● re – means ‘again’ or 

‘more’

● ical – means ‘relating to’

● ious – means ‘having 

the qualities of’.

Focus your effort

In the text below, famous magician Derren Brown explains a technique that will help 

you be able to recall a large number of objects.
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4 Know how to read in detail

I am learning how to:

➜ read a text closely so that I notice what the details tell me.

Read a text slowly and carefully to understand exactly what the detail tells you. Make 

sure you notice each new piece of information. You may need to read a text more than 

once to absorb all the information.

Like many teenagers, comedian and author Griff Rhys Jones’ teeth needed 

straightening. Here he vividly remembers the orthodontic treatment he received.

Key term
Detail – an individual 

piece of information.

orthodontic – dental specialty 

of correcting crooked teeth 

using braces

rudimentary – in the earliest 

stages of development

palate – the roof of the mouth 

in mammals

medieval rack – an instrument 

of torture used in medieval times 

to stretch victims

Expand your vocabulary

Orthodontic treatment seemed to be 

based on the most rudimentary of 

medical principles. Since my teeth were 

crooked they would be yanked into line. To 

make room, a couple of back teeth would 

be yanked out fi rst. The straightforward 

physical effect was achieved through the 

most complex in-mouth engineering. The 

remaining teeth were encased in sheaths of 

metal and fi xed with hooks and wires. I wore 

a plate made of the same startling shiny 

pink plastic as my grandfather’s dentures, 

which slotted around my upper teeth and 

rested up against my palate, where it collected a gooey mat of 

whatever I ate. After meals I was supposed to take it out and wash 

it, but I was 12. If I could be bothered, or if the food was particularly 

suety or even tasty, I would lever the thing off the roof of my mouth 

and suck the residue off. Otherwise, it stayed in and hurt. It hurt 

because it was designed to force my teeth into new positions. I was 

given plastic bags of minute elastic bands. One end of the rubber 

band was attached to a hook on the back of my plate and the other 

around a projection sticking out of the front of my front teeth. These 

projections sometimes caught in the inner fl esh of my cheeks, but 

were supposed to act as a grappling hook for a steady, medieval 
rack-like torture of the elastic, pulling the teeth into a new angle in 

their sockets.
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Activity 1 Know how to be accurate

1 Read the account by Griff Rhys Jones in the text on page 10.

2 For each of the following questions, check exactly what happens and how by 

reading the specifi c part of the text carefully. Make sure your answers are accurate 

and detailed.

a) Which teeth are removed fi rst?

b) How are the teeth linked together by the braces?

c) How does he clean his plate?

d) Why do the projections hurt?

e) How do the rubber bands help straighten his teeth?

.....................................................................

Activity 2 Know how to be thorough

1 Search carefully for details across the whole text to make a list of all the different 

parts of the brace worn by Griff Rhys Jones.

2 Use the detail to make a simple diagram of the brace and label it.

3 Notice details of how the writer uses language. Griff Rhys Jones does more than 

simply describe how his teeth were straightened. He chooses language to show his 

feelings. Pick out and explain words and phrases that show the reader:

a) The painful, mechanical nature of the brace. For example, you might say:

He uses the verb ‘yanked’ twice in the second and third sentences, which 
suggests a forceful, violent process.

b) His sense of disgust as he remembers what the brace felt and looked like.

.....................................................................

Activity 3 Comment on the details in a text

Use your answers to Activities 1 and 2 to help you make a written response to this task:

1 How does Griff Rhys Jones’ choice of details make his experience of wearing a 

brace vivid for the reader?

● Group the different types of details you want to comment on in a paragraph – 

for example, the visual details, details that describe how the brace works, etc.

● Pick out examples of each type of detail to comment on. Then work out what is 

the effect of those details.

● The following words and phrases will help you:

Using the word… suggests/hints/implies… or …makes the reader 
picture/imagine…

.....................................................................
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5 Know how to distinguish between fact and opinion

I am learning how to:

➜ recognise and tell the difference between fact and opinion.

Many texts include a mixture of facts and opinions. It is important to identify what is a 

fact that you can rely on and what is someone’s point of view.

● A fact is knowledge or information that can be tested to prove that it is true or real. 

For example, There are 260 students in Year 9. You could count the number of 

students in Year 9.

● An opinion is someone’s point of view. It may be expressed as a thought or feeling 

and can be agreed with or disagreed with by other people – for example, Year 9 

students are the nicest.

Key terms
A fact – can be proved 

to be true.

An opinion – is someone’s 

point of view.

Cosplay photographers’ 
tips and tricks

You’ve made a great 

costume, now it’s time to 

capture the essence of 

the character.

As time goes by, 

cosplay is becoming an 

increasingly competitive 

game. It’s no longer just 

about achieving roughly 

the right look; nowadays 

every detail of every fabric 

and prop counts. And 

once you’ve completed 

your costume you need 

to get good photographs 

that capture the spirit of the 

character you’re portraying.

‘To get a truly great shot 

is very diffi cult – almost 

impossible – at a cosplay 

event; one needs a 

location or studio, lights 

and make-up,’ says Jason 

Moon, a photographer 

who specialises in a wide 

variety of styles including 

portraits, surrealism, 

fashion, art, music and 

festival photography. ‘So, 

in essence, to get a great 

cosplay shot you have to 

approach it as you would 

a fashion shoot – it’s no 

different. However, the 

important thing always 

to remember is that it’s 

for fun!’

Photography graduate 

Jasmine Lilly feels that 

the teamwork between 

the photographer and 

cosplayer is important, as 

is the length of time of the 

shoot. ‘Time is a key factor 

in getting a good picture,’ 

she says. ‘There is a 

certain point in a photo 

shoot where the model 

starts to feel more at ease 

in front of the cameras, 

and it really shows in their 

images. When everyone 

is enjoying themselves 

you get better images, but 

when you are pushed for 

time it is more down to 

luck whether you can get 

a good shot or not.’

According to photographer 

Eleanor Mayne (aka Eleae), 

cosplayers actually fi nd it 

easier to produce good 

photographs than do other 

models. ‘They know their 

character and can get into 

the role faster and easier,’ 

she says. ‘A lot of people 

don’t use their face enough 

in photos, however, 

and need to watch their 

expressions. Don’t simply 

smile – it’s boring. Get 

some emotion in there and 

you’re on to something.’

Unlike Jason, Eleanor 

prefers to shoot on 

location, rather than inside 

a studio. ‘It’s far cooler to 

give a cosplayer photos 

that actually look like they 

are the character in that 

setting, not just a person 

wearing a costume,’ she 

told us.

cosplay – dressing up as a 

fi ctional character, e.g. from 

comics, anime, books

Expand your vocabulary
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Activity 1 Search for clues that show a detail is a fact

When you search for facts you look for precise information that can be checked to fi nd 

out if it is true – for example, dates, statistics, names, qualifi cations, measurements, job 

titles.

1 Read the text on page 12.

2 What facts can you identify about the three photographers who were interviewed 

for the article?

a) Jason Moon

b) Jasmine Lilly

c) Eleanor Mayne

.....................................................................

Activity 2 Search for clues that show a detail is an opinion

When searching for an opinion, the clues below can help you. You will still need to 

check whether it is an opinion or fact each time.

1 For each type of clue, fi nd an example of an opinion in the text.

● Speech – scan for speech marks and then study what is said.

● Feelings – look for words such as enjoy, happy, sad, angry; look for exclamation marks.

● Approximate measurements – for example, just about, perhaps, maybe, almost.

● Judgements – for example, diffi cult, easier, simple, complicated, great, terrible, 

important, better.

● Verbs, such as need, should, ought, feel, think.

.....................................................................

Activity 3 Distinguish between facts and opinions

Which of these statements is a fact? Which is an opinion? What clues helped you 

decide?

●  ‘It’s cooler to take photos that make cosplayers look like their character’ 
(paragraph 6).

● ‘It is very diffi cult to get a great shot’ (paragraph 3).

● ‘Jason Moon specialises in a wide variety of styles’ (paragraph 3).

●  ‘Cosplayers actually fi nd it easier to produce good photographs than 
do other models’ (paragraph 5).

.....................................................................

You need to be able to 

recognise a writer’s opinions 

even when they are subtly 

expressed. Then you can 

explain the writer’s viewpoint 

or attitude. Practise noticing 

the different techniques 

writers use to express their 

opinions when you read 

other texts.

Focus your effort
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6 Know how to make deductions

I am learning how to:

➜ read a text closely, searching for details

➜ understand how details link together and decide what they tell me.

The example below shows how you can make a deduction. You can deduce that 

Garda (Offi cer) Treacy in the text below is probably in the driving seat of the police car, 

using the details in bold in this sentence:

‘At the kerbside behind him his partner, Garda Treacy, leaned across the empty 
passenger seat of the squad car and tapped on the window.’

The main character in this extract from The New Policeman by Kate Thompson is 

discovering that there can be a big gap between what you expect a job to be like, and 

what it actually involves.

Key term
Deduction – when you 

deduce you search for 

relevant information in 

a text and then draw 

conclusions about what 

must defi nitely be true 

about the character, place, 

situation, and so on.

The new policeman stood on the street outside 

Green’s pub. On the other side of the bolted doors 

a gathering of musicians was at full throttle, the 

rich blend of their instruments cutting through the 

beehive buzz of a dozen conversations. Across the 

road the rising tide slopped against the walls of the 

tiny harbour. Beneath invisible clouds the water was 

pewter-grey with muddy bronze glints where it 

caught the street lights. Its surface was ragged. The 

breeze was getting up. There would be rain before 

long.

Inside the pub there was a momentary hiccup in 

the music as one tune ended and another began. 

For a couple of bars a solitary fl ute carried the tune until the other 

musicians recognised it and pounced on it, lifting it to the rafters of the 

old pub. Out in the street, Garda O’Dwyer recognised the tune. Inside 

his regulation black brogues his cramped toes twitched to the beat. 

At the kerbside behind him his partner, Garda Treacy, leaned across the 

empty passenger seat of the squad car and tapped on the window.

Larry O’Dwyer sighed and took a step towards the narrow double 

doors. He’d had a good reason for becoming a policeman but 

sometimes it was diffi cult to remember what it was. It wasn’t this; he 

was sure of that much. He hadn’t become a policeman to curtail 
the enjoyment of musicians and their audiences. A few miles away, in 

Galway city, violent crime was escalating dramatically. Street gangs 

were engaged in all kinds of thuggery and muggery. He would be of 

far more use to society there. But that, as far as he could remember, 

was not why he had become a policeman either. There were times, 

like now, when he suspected that the reason, whatever it was, might 

not have been a particularly good one.

pewter – a dark, grey-coloured 

metal

solitary – the only one

Garda – in the Republic of 

Ireland policemen are called 

Garda in the same way that 

British police are called Offi cer

regulation – following the rules

curtail – bring to an end

escalating – increasing

Expand your vocabulary
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Activity 1 Make deductions that are true

1 Read the text on page 14. Find and note down the information the writer gives you 

about Garda O’Dwyer. For example:

His toes are cramped.

2 Now decide fi ve things the information shows are defi nitely true about Garda 

O’Dwyer. For example:

Detail What the detail shows is true

Garda O’Dwyer’s toes are cramped. His shoes are too tight for his feet.

.....................................................................

Activity 2 Make deductions by linking or contrasting information

1 Link together the information you have listed in Activity 1 about Garda O’Dwyer to 

decide which of the statements below can be proved to be true.

a) Garda O’Dwyer is a new policeman.

b) Garda O’Dwyer does not want to stop the music in the pub.

c) Garda O’Dwyer is following Garda Treacy’s orders.

d) Garda O’Dwyer would rather work in Galway.

2 Sometimes a writer points out that two people or places are very different from 

each other. Knowing what something is not like can help you deduce what it must 

be like. Use the information in the last paragraph to deduce what social problems 

are not happening in the Green’s pub area, in contrast to Galway.

.....................................................................

Activity 3 Use your deductions to comment on the text

1 Use the information you have gathered and the deductions you have made to write 

a paragraph explaining what you have discovered about Garda O’Dwyer.

 Use direct (quotes) and indirect evidence from the text to support your explanation. 

These phrases will help you:

…shows the reader that…

…makes it clear that…

When the writer says… the reader knows…
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7 Know how to make inferences

I am learning how to:

➜ use details in the text to form an opinion about what is likely to be true

➜ use my experience and general knowledge to work out what a writer is suggesting

➜ investigate and reach conclusions about a character using inference.

Writers don’t always state exactly what is happening, or what a character is thinking 

or feeling. Instead, they use words or details that help you work it out. For example, a 

writer might describe a character as secretly brushing away a tear. A reader might infer 

that the character is upset but doesn’t want anyone to know.

In the extract opposite, from Guardian Angel by Robert Muchamore, three characters 

are on the deck of a ship late at night. One of them, Leon, is very hungry.

Activity 1 Work out what words or phrases suggest

Read and sum up what the text is about before you focus on what the details suggest. 

Make sure that your inferences fi t in with what the whole text is about.

1 Read the text opposite on page 17. Sum up what you think it is about.

2 Read the text again, noting the highlighted words. Then, using a table like the one 

below, decide what you think each word or phrase suggests to you about plot or 

character. Read the sentences the words are in particularly carefully, because they 

often provide a clue to work out what each word or phrase is hinting at!

Word Relevant information This suggests…

burrowed General knowledge: an animal can 

burrow or dig for food or shelter.

Word as used in the text: Leon burrowed 

into Ning’s bag to search for food.

What we know from the text: Leon is 

hungry and hasn’t eaten for 18 hours. He 

secretly burrows into Ning’s bag to search 

for biscuits. He is scared of Ning.

The writer might have 
chosen the word ‘burrowed’ 
to suggest that Leon needs 
to behave like an animal 
scavenging for food.

.....................................................................

Activity 2 Draw on your experience and general knowledge

Search for clues in the text and use your experience and general knowledge to work 

out your answers to these questions. Explain your ideas using tentative language such 

as ‘might mean’, ‘could be that’, ‘maybe’.

1 Read the text again. Why doesn’t Leon just ask Ning for a biscuit?

2 Read the last ten lines. Why does Leon give Daniel ‘the bigger half’ of the biscuit?

3 What might you infer about the person who opens the door, in the penultimate 

paragraph?

.....................................................................

Key term
Inference – making an 

inference is where you 

work out from hints or 

clues in a text what is 

likely to be true about 

a character, place or 

situation.
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Ning had hooked the straps of her backpack around her ankles to 

stop it getting washed away. As a mini wave swept the deck and 

sploshed through the   mound of ropes  , Leon reached towards the 

zip on Ning’s pack.

It was a risky move: Ning was two years older and a champion boxer 

who could easily batter Leon. Despite the   throbs   of the trawler’s 

propeller shaft and the sounds of wind and water, the click of each zip 

tooth  felt like a gun going off  .

Once he had an opening big enough for his hand, Leon felt blindly 

inside Ning’s pack. He  burrowed  past underwear, which had been 

hand-washed but packed before it was fully dry. Grains of sand stuck 

to his arm as he went deeper, feeling the smooth handle of Ning’s 

hunting knife, then at the very bottom pairs of shortcake biscuits in 

plastic wrapping.

As Leon pulled up the shortbread, his palm touched a larger packet. It 

was rectangular, with the biscuits sitting in a plastic tray and a spongy 

feel when he pushed down. It had to be jaffa cakes. Saliva fl ushed 

Leon’s mouth as he anticipated the tang of orange and the chocolate 

melting against his tongue. As a small wave washed over the deck, 

he pulled out the little package and ripped it open with his teeth. Leon 

hadn’t eaten in 18 hours and stifl ed a satisfi ed groan as he crammed a 

spongy biscuit into his mouth whole.

Soooo good!

He practically inhaled the second, but as the third jaffa cake neared 

Leon’s mouth a hand touched his shoulder, making him jump.

‘You gonna scoff them all yourself?’ Leon’s twin, Daniel, asked quietly.

Leon turned to face his brother and spoke in a whisper. ‘You got 

dinner last night. I’m starving.’

‘I’ll tell Ning,’ Daniel threatened, aiming his pointing fi nger at her back. 

‘She’ll  crack you like an egg .’

Leon knew his brother wouldn’t really grass, but the knowledge also 

reminded him of his bond with his twin. He pulled the biscuit apart 

and gave Daniel the bigger half.

As Daniel made a quiet but appreciative mmm, the sliding door 

opened with a crash.

‘Wipe your top lip,’ Leon said anxiously, as he chewed fast and fl icked 

chocolate fl akes off his shirt. ‘If he sees us eating we’re dead.’

tang – a strong taste

inhaled – breathed in

Expand your vocabulary
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7 Know how to make inferences

Activity 3 Use inference to investigate character

1 Read the text on page 17 again. Find evidence of what Ning is like as a person, 

using the types of clues in the table below.

2 Then use your inference skills to work out what each clue tells you about Ning’s character. 

Your inferences cannot contradict the evidence in the text and they must be realistic.

Type of clue about character Evidence in the text What can you infer from the 
evidence?

behaviour Ning had hooked the straps of her 

backpack around her ankles to stop it 

getting washed away.

Ning is very practical. She 
plans ahead. She looks after 
her possessions.

belongings

other characters’ responses to them/

what other characters say about them

.....................................................................
Activity 4 Use your inferences to comment on character

1 Sum up your overall impression of Ning.

2 Use your work on inferences to comment in detail on the character of Ning. 

Refer to evidence in the text and explain what it suggests about her. Use words 

and phrases that show you are making suggestions and thoughtful guesses about 

something the writer suggests rather than states. For example:

This suggests that…

This might/could show…

One possible explanation might be…

.....................................................................

When you want to investigate a character you can search for these nine clues. 

All or some may be present in any text. Use inference to help you work out 

what they reveal about the character:

● appearance

● belongings

● speech

● thoughts and feelings

● behaviour

● what characters say about 

themselves

● what other characters say about 

them

● responses to events or other 

characters

● other characters’ responses to 

them.

Focus your effort
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