
FAQs: AQA GCSE Citizenship Studies 2016 
 
1. What are the major changes relating to the new September 2016 GCSE Citizenship 
Studies? 
 
There will be no short course GCSE available only a full course GCSE. The content drafted by 
the DfE is more prescriptive than in the past and contains a lot more specific knowledge 
content, so each of the awarding bodies content will be very similar.  
 
There is no longer any controlled assessment. Students are still required to carry out an 
Investigation, which is assessed in the written examination. This work now carries 15% of 
the total assessment. AQA are allowing centres and students to choose their own topics to 
investigate. There is further guidance on the Investigation in Chapter XX. 
 
2. What has changed about what I have to teach? 
 
Whilst the content is now more prescriptive the actual topics that have to be taught have 
not changed. Whilst some things no longer appear, most teachers who have taught 
citizenship will not feel out of their comfort zone. The book is laid out according to the 
structure of the new specification covering each Theme in turn, each Question in turn and 
every sub element of content. The last chapter provides support in regard to the 
Investigation. 
 
AQA have set out a very clear framework for the structure of their content that talks very 
easily to the assessment requirements.There are three content based Themes each made up 
of five questions and the same pattern is applied to each of the three Themes, for example: 
 
Life in Modern Britain. 

 Q1 – What are the principles and values that underpin British society? 

 Q2 - What do we mean by identity? 

 Q3- What is the role of the media and the free press? 

 Q4 – What is the UK’s role in key international organisations? 

 Q5- How can citizens make their voice heard and make a difference in society? 
 
Each Theme covers the content in the same way.  

 Q1 gives an overview of the whole Theme and introduces the citizenship concepts 
involved. 

 Q2 relates to issues at a local or community level.  

 Q3 relates to the national picture.  

 Q4 relates to international or global aspects  

 Q5 is about how citizens can try to bring about change in regard to the content of 
the Theme.  

 The intention is that much of the content of each Q5 is developed along side the 
teaching relating to Qs 1 to 4. AQA wish to encourage the use of a case study 
approach to help develop both knowledge and understanding. 

 
The other two content themes, which are structured as Life in Modern Britain, are entitled; 
Rights and Responsibilities and Politics and Participation and clearly relate to issues 
regarding law and politics. 
 
3. Do I have to teach everything? 



 
Yes – the assessments relate to all the subject content and there are no optional questions 
or any pre release materials. 
 
4. What about the assessments? 
 
AQA have tried to make the assessment as straight forward as possible so that both teachers 
and students easily know what is required for each question and that the pattern of 
questioning across three of the four sections of the two papers is identical, so students can 
become familiar regarding what the requirements of a question. 
 

 Each of the two papers is worth 50% of the total assessment. 

 Each Paper is divided into two parts each worth 25%. 

 Section A of Paper 1 relating to Active Citizenship and assesses the students own 
Investigation 15% and their knowledge and understanding of citizenship skills and 
processes and includes a case study 10%. 

 Part B of Paper1 and both parts of Paper 2 are identical in their structure.  

 Each part is worth 25%. 

 Every question asked relates to a single Assessment Objective – 
o AO1 Knowledge and understanding or   
o AO2 Application of knowledge and understanding or 
o AO3 Analyse and evaluation. 

 The weighting of these three AOs is different than in the previous GCSE.AO3 is now 
worth 40% of the total GCSE assessment. 

 If you study the sample question papers and mark schemes on the AQA website you 
can see that for example all 1 or 2 mark questions only assess AO1, all 8 mark 
questions only assess AO3.  If question 4 b is worth   AO marks Q4b in the other two 
content Theme section will also be worth AO marks. 

 
Students as in the past answer questions in an examination booklet, which gives a clear 
indication of the amount of writing required relating to each question. 
 
5. Is there a prescribed time allocation for this subject? 
 
No. This subject requires the same amount of time as any other GCSE subject. Some schools 
do start the course at the end of Key Stage 3 due to timetable pressures in Key Stage 4. The 
Investigation is largely seen as an out of school/timetabled activity. Now that GCSE 
Citizenship counts as a subject within the basket of 8 GCSE subjects for measuring school 
performance, it should be arguing for a fair allocation of timetable time. 
 
6. What resources should I be accessing? 
 
Citizenship by it nature is a contemporary subject, whilst it has an historical dimension, for 
example votes for women, one would expect students to study inequality in regard to 
women and others in contemporary society. 
 
The text book offers a sound foundation with a clear pathway through the entire 
specification, on which post-publication issues can be discussed. The book also provides 
many web links and suggests activities students may wish to undertake to help develop their 
citizenship skills and understanding of citizenship processes. Resources are available form 
numerous other bodies including AQA, the TES and ACT.  


