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The timeline in Modern History Review, Vol. 19, No. 3 highlights some of the key moments in the development of the civil-rights movement in the USA and provides a sound chronological framework to support your studies of this topic and period. Many of the A-level courses feature the civil-rights movement and most approach this topic as a breadth study where ‘turning points’ are assessed.
Turning points

In order to evaluate the significance of a ‘turning point’ in relation to the development of the civil-rights movement you may want to analyse an event, person or piece of legislation using the questions below:
· How far did X bring about a change in law?

· How far did X change minds and attitudes?

· How far did X influence ordinary lives?

· How far did X set a precedent for future developments?

· How long-lasting was the influence of X?

· How far was the impact of X limited by opposition or resistance?
These questions are a useful way to approach analysing key turning points in the civil-rights movement as they will help you to judge the significance of the event, person or piece of legislation, rather than simply telling the story of what happened. This is particularly important with breadth studies where you need to identify the significant moments within a bigger historical narrative.
Example
The Supreme Court ruling of Brown v Board of Education in May 1954 may have overturned the Plessy v Ferguson (accepting the principle of ‘separate but equal’ which effectively enshrined segregation into the law) ruling of 1896, but the reality of Brown was far from perfect. Not only did the original ruling of Brown not set a deadline for which schools had to integrate by, but it also didn’t prevent the reaction in the South to create the Southern Manifesto which essentially refused to follow the Supreme Court ruling. It wasn’t until Brown II in 1956 and the influence of the Little Rock Nine case in 1957 that the issue of school segregation was dealt with on a practical level. Even by 1964, only 2–3% of schools in the southern states were officially integrated. 
So, by using those six turning-point questions listed above as a way of thinking about events, it is possible to analyse the significance of an event and place its relative significance in the wider context.
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