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sexual offences
The police will be able to gather
evidence more easily if you report the
rape or assault as soon as possible.
Reporting the crime early also makes
your evidence more believable in court.
Once a victim tells the police that they
have been raped or sexually assaulted,
or the suspect has been charged, the
victim has the right in law to remain
anonymous. The victim cannot be
questioned in court by the accused, nor
can their name and address or picture
be reported in the media. Attempted
rape is dealt with in the same way.
Help is available from Victim Support
and the Rape and Sexual Abuse Support
Centre, who will talk to anyone who has
suffered sexual abuse or violence.
Survivors UK offer an advice service for

education
men; see contacts for details of all
these organisations.
Victims of rape can apply for
compensation to the Criminal Injuries
Compensation Authority, although they
must have first reported the attack to
the police, see contacts.
Male victims of rape are treated in law
in the same way as female victims.
If you are
accused of raping
someone, immediately contact a
solicitor. Rape is a serious crime, and the
punishment can be severe.
Accused of rape

keeping safe
There are some simple steps that both
men and women can take to make
themselves safer.
• If you go out – especially at
night – tell someone where you
are going. If possible, stay away
from known danger spots.
• Keep your drink within your sights
at all times.
• If you’re out late, get a lift back if
you can with someone you trust,
or book a taxi, see page 93.
• If you walk home, try to get
someone to go with you.
• Don’t have valuable possessions
like mobile phones on show.
• Check your home is secure.
Ordinary bolts and chains are not
expensive.
• Knowing some self-defence
can give you a feeling of greater
confidence.
• If you carry a screech alarm
keep it ready in your hand, not in
your pocket or handbag.
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• Men can help by taking care
not to frighten women. For
example, if you’re walking in the
same direction as a woman at
night, don’t walk behind her,
cross over the road and walk on
the other side.
It is an
offence
under the Communications Act 2003 to
make offensive, indecent or menacing
phone calls, or to send such texts and
emails.
If you get such a call, try not to react
and don’t start talking to the caller. Don’t
hang up, but put the receiver down and
walk away for a few minutes. Try to do
something else, and then put the handset
back without checking if the caller is still
there. If the phone rings again, pick up
the receiver and don’t say anything – a
genuine caller will speak first. Advice on
dealing with calls of this kind is available
from BT, tel free 0800 661 441.
Abusive telephone calls

CONTACTS see pages 141–149 for organisations able to give help & advice
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attendance
rules and regulations
exclusion
reports and records
examinations
bullying
student finance

EDUCATION
attendance

BRIEF CASE: Peter

Parents have the main responsibility, in
law, for their child’s education. Under the
Education Act 1996, it is the duty of
parents with children of compulsory
school age, to make sure that their child
has an ‘efficient full-time education
suitable to his age, ability and aptitude...
by regular attendance at school or
otherwise’.
The word ‘otherwise’ is important here
because it allows parents to educate their
children out of school. They do not need
permission from the local authority, but
parents must de-register their child if they
are already in school.
Under the Education
Act 1996, parents are
Which
able to choose which
school?
school they would like
their child to attend,
and their wishes
should be followed wherever possible.
However, some schools are very popular
and are not able to take all those who
apply. Because of this, each school has its
own rules for admission, which are used
to decide who may or may not be
admitted to the school.
If their application is
refused, parents can
appeal against the
decision, but this must be
done within a certain time
period. Details of how
to make an appeal are
available from the
local authority.
Parents who cannot
agree between
themselves on a choice
of school can ask a
court to decide where
their child will be
educated. In this
situation, the court may
listen to the wishes of the
child concerned.
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State education is
free and it is against
the law for schools to
Costs
try to make parents
pay for books or
equipment that
pupils need for subjects or activities
taken in or out of school hours as part
of the National Curriculum. However,
charges may be made for:

After their divorce, Peter’s parents
couldn’t agree about where he
should go to school. His mother
wanted him to attend a boarding
school, his father (with whom
Peter lived) said that he couldn’t
afford the fees and felt Peter
should go to a day school. Peter’s
mother asked a court to decide on
her son’s future education.
After hearing from both parents,
the judge decided that Peter’s
father could well afford the school
fees and so Peter should go to the
boarding school. However his
father appealed against this, saying
that no one in court had asked
Peter what he wanted.
The Court of Appeal did just this.
Peter, who was 14, told the Court
that he wanted to live with his
father and couldn’t do so if he was
at boarding school. The Court of
Appeal felt that it was important
to take Peter’s wishes into
account, and said he could go to
the school of his choice.

use the law with care try talking first

• individual music tuition;
• materials for practical subjects
(if the pupil wants to keep the
finished product);
• optional trips taken outside
school hours;
• board and lodging on school
trips, even if the activity is part
of the school timetable.
(Although this does not need
to be paid by parents who
receive Universal Credit,
Income Support, income-based
Jobseeker’s Allowance, or – in
certain circumstances – Child
Tax Credit.)
The local education authority has a duty
to provide pupils aged 5-16 with free
school transport or passes if their school
is not within 'walking distance', or there
is no safe walking route. 'Walking
distance' is two miles for children under
eight, and three miles for older children.
Children with mobility problems also
generally qualify for free school
transport, regardless of the distance
they live from school. Local authorities
do not have a duty to provide free
school transport to those who are
not attending their nearest suitable
school.
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Pupils below the age of 19 are entitled
to free school meals if their parents
receive Universal Credit, income-related
Employment and Support Allowance,
Income Support or income-based
Jobseeker’s Allowance, help under the
Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 or (in
certain circumstances) Child Tax Credit.
Under the Education
Act 1996, pupils
must stay on at
school until they are
16 and must not
leave – even if they
are not doing any exams – until the last
Friday in June in the school year in
which they reach the age of 16.
(Children who are 16 during the
summer holidays leave on the same
date.) A parent cannot force their child
who has passed compulsory school age
to stay on at school against their wishes.
In 2013 the school-leaving age will rise
to 17 years of age and to 18 in 2015.
This will not mean remaining in school
full-time but does include an
expectation that students
will participate in fulltime education, an
apprenticeship, or
part-time education
if they are
working or
volunteering
for more
than 20
hours per
week.

Leaving
school or
staying on
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