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Lesson plan 

Business ethics 
Luke Perry 

The big picture This lesson focuses on the influences of ethics within a business and should 
form part of the theory on business ethics. 

Learning 
objectives 

Students should be able to demonstrate an understanding of the influences of 
business decision making (AO1). Students will be able to discuss the 
significance of each of the influences and judge how they impact different 
companies (AO4). 

Starter activity  Group discussion: ‘What are the causes of childhood obesity?’ 

As a group, come up with some potential solutions. (Hopefully the group 
highlight sugary drinks and that businesses including supermarkets can make a 
difference). 

Lesson activities Students to read the article and use it to answer the following questions: 

• What is groupthink? 

• List three to four influences on why businesses like VW/Tesco/Coca-
Cola make decisions that are unethical. Share these influences as a 
group and discuss. Hopefully students identify some of the following 
influences: financial, profit making, leadership style, culture, type of 
industry, economic factors, social trends and competitors? 

Set a group task whereby they try and prioritise these influences for two 
businesses (possibly Tesco and VW). 

Plenary   Put the following scenarios on screen and ask students if they are ethical or not: 

• McDonald’s uses toys in its Happy Meals. 

• Innocent Smoothies refuses to use the coloured traffic light system on its 
nutritional guidelines. 

• Lloyds Bank charge customer overdraft interest and fees if customers go 
over their limit. 

Homework task  Essay question: ‘To what extent is the leadership style the most important 
influence on the ethics of a business? (18 marks)’ 

Assessment 
opportunities 

AO1 theory assessment and AO4 could be integrated into a student response.  

Differentiation Extension tasks available in main activities. 
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