
 
Chart matching Moral Philosophy to the AQA AS Philosophy specification 

 
 

Moral Truth 
 

Pages 

Moral truth as God-independent transcendent truth 31–47, 134–6 
The analogy with mathematical truths 135, 151 
The belief in Platonic forms, moral knowledge and weakness of will 11–12, 91–100 
Moral truth as based on natural facts 54–55, 57–87, 

136–144 
The view that what is morally desirable is to be understood in terms of 
what is in fact desired 

68–74 

The open question argument and naturalistic fallacy 146–159 
The analogy with secondary qualities 72, 145 
Related issues 132–179 

 
 
 

Denial of Moral Truth 
 

Pages 

Moral judgements as social conventions relative to a given social 
group 

10–11, 168–
174 

Moral judgements as serving a non-descriptive function, either 
emotivism or prescriptivism 

156–168 

The possibility of judging the abhorrent practices of other 
cultures/individuals 

170–173 

The possibility of moral progress and moral mistakes 173–174 
The extent to which we can value what we like 175–179 

 
 
 

Moral Decisions 
 

Pages 

The extent to which an action maximises happiness as the sole 
criterion by which it value can be judged 

47–9, 57–87 

Act 62ff 
Rule 74ff 
Preference utilitarianism 86–87 
Moral rights, duties and principles are required to make ethical 
decisions 

30–32, 36–47, 
100–104 

Kant’s attempt to provide a rational grounding for deontological ethics 
& importance of moral motivation 

36–47 

Practical wisdom 188–191, 
219–231 

The value of life 184–188 
Abortion 191–204 
Euthanasia 205–213 
Non-human animals 213–219 

 


