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At Hodder Education, we understand that when it comes to teaching and learning, you are the experts.
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Our books have been developed through liaison with some of the leaders in the world of education,
including examiners, subject associations, and of course, teachers and students. We aim to bring more
to learning, offering you unrivalled support at A level Religious Studies. Inside this leaflet you'll find more
resources written by examiners and experts than any other publisher.



Access to Religion and
Philosophy series

Series Editor and Author: Peter Cole is an experienced author, teacher and examiner.
Authors: Mel Thompson is an experienced Religious Studies and Philosophy author.
Michael Wilcockson is an experienced author, examiner and teacher.
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Help students to access higher grades with in-depth
coverage of specific issues.

The Access to Religion and Philosophy series combines the successful Access to
Religious Studies and Access to Philosophy series to ensure relevant coverage of the
revised 2008 A level specifications.

The series format has been redesigned to significantly improve accessibility. More summary
diagrams throughout aid revision, and new exam-style questions and tips at the end of each
chapter help students to improve their exam technique. See page 4 for sample pages.

Bestselling titles have been updated to match the new specifications and fascinating new
titles have been written by experts from the leading examination boards, so you can be sure
there is authoritative and high-quality support for every specification. See page 5 for a
matching grid.

Each book in this series focuses on a key area in Religious Studies and Philosophy.

B Provides the depth and detail for stretch and challenge

B Key questions throughout the chapters to help students focus on the key issues

B Key terms defined and explained throughout the chapters

B Profiles of key individuals, their contribution and their significance to develop students’
overall knowledge of the topic

B Revision checklists at the end of chapters allow students to consolidate their learning




Ethical Theory

Third Edition
Author: Mel Thompson

This new edition has been updated
for the new Religious Studies

A Level specifications and, while =
retaining all the depth of previous editions, is now
in a larger, more accessible format with added
features to aid study. It provides an essential
background to ethical issues, with an outline of
major ethical theories and consideration of how
these may be applied to a range of
contemporary moral issues.

978 0 340 95779 0 e June 08 ® 192pp ® £8.99

Philosophy of Religion

Third Edition
Author: Peter Cole

Examines key issues including the
proofs for the existence of God, the
problem of evil and suffering and
the relationship between mind, body and
religious language. It provides a solid basis for
those who are starting A level courses in
Religious Studies or Philosophy.

978 0 340 95778 3  June 08 ® 192pp ® £8.99

Medical Ethics

Author: Michael Wilcockson

Explores the ethical implications of
many issues in medial ethics
including eugenics, abortion,
embryo research, cloning, assisted
reproduction and the relationship
between doctors and patients.

978 0 340 95777 6 * July 08 ® 192pp ® £8.99

An Introduction to
Philosophy and Ethics

Second Edition
Author: Mel Thompson

Offers students a straightforward
and concise outline of the key
topics and arguments in the
Philosophy of Religion and Ethics, and provides a
solid basis for those who are starting A level
courses in Religious Studies or Philosophy.

978 0 340 96657 0 » Aug 08 e 288pp ® £14.99

Order now using the form on the back page

Titles in this series:

Issues of Life and
Death

Second Edition
Author: Michael Wilcockson

Fully revised and updated, this text
considers the ethical implications of
crucial issues in applied ethics including suicide,
euthanasia, war and peace. Together with the
new Medical Ethics and Social Ethics titles,
this text provides the detail required for high
grades in the new Religious Studies A level
specifications.

978 0 340 95775 2 » Nov 08 e 192pp ® £8.99

Religion and Science

Second Edition

Author: Mel Thompson

Explores the key characters and
debates and covers traditional and
contemporary philosophical ideas, :
including discussion of miracles, scientific
method, genetics and the big bang.

978 0 340 95776 9 e Sept 08 ® 192pp ® £8.99

Social Ethics

Author: Michael Wilcockson

Considers the ethical implications of issues of
equality (sex and racial), environmental and
business ethics. This up-to-date, relevant text
provides, together with the new title Medical
Ethics and new edition of Issues of Life and
Death, the detail required for high grades in the
new Religious Studies A level specifications.

978 0 340 95774 5 * June 09 ® 192pp ® £8.99

Christian Theology

Author: Michael Wilcockson

Written specifically for the Developments in
Christian Theology unit in the revised OCR

A level Religious Studies specification, this new
title provides both appropriate depth of coverage
and the invaluable insight of its author, a senior
examiner, into the requirements of the OCR exam
at both AS and A level.

978 0 340 95773 8 e Sept 09 ® 192pp ® £8.99

See page 5 for a specification matching grid.




Access to Religion and Philosophy series

Sample pages from Ethical Theory Third Edition

Key thoughts help students to
focus on the essential issues

1 Background

Key thought

Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900)

Friedrich Meetziche s protiably cne of the most faacinating and challengirg phifcscphers of mod-
#rn times. He had the courage 1o attack key features of the philosophy and religion of his day. and
to raise abaohutely fundamental questions. His writing A not easy- he distrusted systems of thought,
and prefered 10 hone his imights in1o shoet, vivid images. Often hés purposs is clearest in his
strings of aphariuma (shor, pithy watements)

2 God is dead

Key thought

Profiles of important
individuals, their
contribution and their
significance develops
students’ overall knowledge




SPECIFICATION MATCHING GRID

Access to Religion
and Philosophy title

Ethical Theory

AQA -
units supported

¢ AS Unit A: Religion

Edexcel -
units supported

¢ Unit 1 Area B: Ethics

OCR -
units supported

* AS Religious Ethics

WJEC -
units supported

¢ Introduction to

Third Edition and Ethics 1 * Unit 2 Area C: The * A2 Religious Ethics Religion in
¢ AS Unit B: Religion Study of Ethics Contemporary
and Ethics 2 ¢ Unit 3 Area B: Ethics Society
* A2 Unit 3B: Religion | ¢ Unit 4 Question 2: e Introduction to
and Ethics Ethics Religion and Ethics
* A2 Unit 4C: Ways of e Studies in Religion
moral decision- and Ethics
making
Philosophy of ¢ AS Units C: e Unit 1 Area A: ¢ AS Philosophy of e Introduction to
Religion Philosophy of Religion | Philosophy of Religion| Religion Philosophy of
Third Edition ¢ AS Unit D: Religion, | e Unit 2 Area B: The ¢ A2 Philosophy Religion
Philosophy and study of Philosophy of Religion e Studies in Philosophy
Science of Religion of Religion
* A2 Unit 3B: e Unit 3 Area A: e Studies in Religion
Philosophy of Religion| Philosophy of Religion and Human
e A2 Unit 4A: Life, e Unit 4 Question 1: Experience
Death and Beyond Philosophy of Religion
Medical Ethics ¢ AS Unit A: Religion e Unit 1 Area C: e AS Religious Ethics: | Introduction to

and Ethics
* A2 Unit 3A: Religion
and Ethics

Medical Ethics

applied ethics topics

Religion in
Contemporary
Society

e Studies in Religion
and Ethics

An Introduction
to Philosophy
and Ethics
Second Edition

* AS Units C:
Philosophy of
Religion

e AS Unit D: Religion,
Philosophy and
Science

¢ AS Unit A: Religion
and Ethics 1

¢ AS Unit B: Religion
and Ethics 2

e Unit 1 Area A:
Philosophy of
Religion

e Unit 2 Area B: The
study of Philosophy
of Religion

e Unit 1 Area B: Ethics

e Unit 2 Area C: The
Study of Ethics

¢ AS Philosophy of
Religion
* AS Religious Ethics

e Introduction to
Religion in
Contemporary
Society

e Introduction to
Religion and Ethics

Issues of Life
and Death
Second Edition

¢ AS Unit A: Religion
and Ethics

e Unit 1 Area B: War
and Peace

* AS Religious Ethics:
applied ethics topics

e Studies in Religion
and Ethics

e Studies in Religion
and Human
Experience

Religion and

e AS Unit D: Religion,

e Unit 1 Area A:

¢ AS Philosophy of

e Introduction to

Science Philosophy and Religion and Science Religion Religion in
Second Edition Science Contemporary
e A2 Unit 3A: Science Society
and Technology e Studies in Philosophy
of Religion
Social Ethics e AS Unit B: Religion e Unit 1 Area B: Sexual | A2 Religious Ethics: e Introduction to
and Ethics Ethics applied ethics topics Religion in
* A2 Unit 3A: Religion  |® Unit 4 Question 2: Contemporary
and Ethics Personal relationships Society
¢ Studies in Religion in
Contemporary
Society
Christian » AS Developments o Studies in Christianity
Theology in Christian Theology

¢ A2 Developments
in Christian Theology




An Introduction to Philosophy
for AQA AS level

B Astudent-friendly introduction to

Philosophy AS Philosophy, structured around the
AQA AS Philosophy specification.

‘Experimenting with ideas’ are activities that explore the
concepts and help students to identify their own
philosophical viewpoints

From the author team behind the E T
successful Philosophy in Focus i Y WORLOS ' U - aid o s
series, this book covers 7 popular AS ; x RIS
themes in sufficient depth to achieve a §
top grade. It combines academic rigour n
with engaging activities. e
= Figure &
The authors have used their wealth of
experience in teaching philosophy to
devise a set of helpful features that
deepen understanding and exercise the
philosophical mind including:
B Practical activities — help users to
understand important philosophical
ideas
B Criticism - highlights and evaluates i
some of the weaknesses in the Leibniz’s theodicy
arguments advanced by § TR s Wk WL ¥ A S T 8
. § infinite, cannot but bave chosen the best . . . So it may be said
phllosophers | thar if this were ot the best of all pasible wardds, God would
B More difficult — guides students Bl S gyl Ly T
carefully through particularly R —
daunting arguments kgt s s oy g s ot g
B Key point summaries — help g e 'ﬂ:‘:?ii’i‘f:ﬁ“."if’[L'f'""'
students to consolidate knowledge Do o et 0 B 0ol i

Quotations are included from the key texts by the key philosophers




Introduction
1 Why should | be moral?

Introduction

Morality as a social
construct

Morality as constitutive of
self-interest

Morality as overcoming self-
interest

Conclusion: the three
subsidiary questions

The idea of God

Introduction

The attributes of God

A brief diversion into
philosophical proofs

The ontological argument

Origins: the idea of God is
innate

3 Persons

Introduction

What are the characteristics
of personhood?

What is a person?

Personal identity

Reason and experience

Mind as a blank slate or
tabula rasa

Innate knowledge

Conceptual schemes

The debate over free will

and determinism

Introduction

What is determinism?

What is free will?

What are the implications of
determinism?

Conclusion

6 God and the world
Introduction
The Design Argument
The problem of evil
The religious point of view
Conclusion

7 Knowledge of the external
world
Introduction
Realism
Idealism
Phenomenalism
Conclusion

Glossary

Notes

Selected bibliography
Index

Origins: the idea of God is a
human construction

umiverse is the one that God chose to ereare, it follows that, 3
despite appearances to the contrary, it must be the best I
universe going every feature in it is an essential part of {:

An Introduction to
Philosophy for
AQA AS level

Authors:

Gerald Jones is Head of Humanities at
the Mary Ward Centre, London.

Jeremy Hayward is a lecturer at the
University of London Institute of
Education.

Daniel Cardinal is a principal examiner
for the Philosophy A level and
Philosophy teacher at Kent College.

the divine plan. Therefore the pain and suffering of this world
are just some of the many essential ingredients which go into
the construction of the best possible world. This means thar
all the evil which exists in this universe, must, in some way,
contribute o making it a better place than every other
possible universe, And if any particular occasion of pain or
suffering were to be different from the way it actually is, then
the world would overall be worse off, In ather words, every
single piece of evil, from the suffering of innocent children, to
all the millions of people dying horrible and painful deaths
from discase, famine and war, is all for the best. OF course, we
are not able to see why each local instance of cvil is necessary
o the divine plan, and it is inexplicable 1o us why God should
allow this or that person to suffer. But, as Augustine argued
before him, for Leibniz this is because we do not have God's
perspective on the whole of creation, and neither are we able
o understand what the other options, the possible worlds
rejected by God, are.

Leibniz"s position has had many critics, and the French
philosopher and writer Voltaire (1694-1778) was one of the
first to attack Leibniz's theodicy. In Voltire’s novel Candide,
the characrer r Pangloss regularly announces that this is the
best of all possible worlds, As the eponymaous hero b wormured
by religious fanatics, and as he watches his mentor Dr
Pangloss hanged, Candide wonders to himsclf2 “if this is the
best of all possible worlds, what can the others be likes™®
Whart Volraire does is o confront the cool intellecrual
approach that Leibniz takes to the problem of evil with the
pain and suffering of the world. In so doing, he does not
really refute Leibniz’s theodicy, but it is certainly not casy to
support it when faced with the concrete reality of pain and
suffering

978 0 340 96525 2 e May 08
448pp * £16.99

Swinburne's theodicy

Richard Swinburne {1934— ) argues that some forms of evil
are the means to certain goods.™ Swinburne accepts that God
is omnipotent and could stop evil, but only at the price of
sacrificing the virtuous acts which are the noble human
response to its presence. So the existence of suffering makes
higher-order goods possible, For example, courage and
charity would not exist if there were no one in danger or in
need. Swinburne has gone so far as 1o say that even the
existence of Nazi concentration camps can be justified if they

Order now using
the form on the

back page




Hodder Education is working with OCR to gain endorsement for this title.

A skills-based approach to A level
Religious Studies that unpicks the
OCR exam-board requirements.

This book has been written specifically for the 2008 OCR
AS Religious Studies specification, in consultation with
senior examiners. It combines the depth of content
needed for students to achieve the best grades, with an
integrated skills-based approach that steadily builds
students’ ability to answer and evaluate questions
targeted at Assessment Objective 1 and Assessment
Objective 2.

It has been designed as a practical tool
to facilitate the teaching and learning of
the specifications — the ‘how’ as well as
the ‘what’. Each chapter is broken

OCR RELIGIOUS STUDIES FOR AS

ot s omniscience

now everything Support for the view thut God s
lical 1

down into units that have been |t e, | | o 32,34 et oo
developed around the specification ¢ msmTrm 5y | T i i g W e Tl 1 g e
content and include: il |t S
2 Timothy 2: 13, § y ; .
B Learning objectives — what the s
students are required to know and BT | s o g et e

171 g0 wp in dhe heavens yow are there;
I ¥ mialic sy bed i the depihs, yow are there,
(Paleny 139 7-8)

the skills they should develop

B Tasks with learning outcomes
identified

B Staged opportunities for reflection
and assessment

B Exam and study tips

B The text provides coverage for the
popular Philosophy of Religion and
Ethics units, as well as Buddhism
and New Testament

Im other words, there is nowhere m the eotire universe where one can flee from
God'y presence. This is cheasty nos the aame o pasthenm, which teaches thae God i
everything.

Tasks help to focus learning so that
students are thoroughly versed in the

key concepts r;:ﬁ;

Summary disgram: God ms creator




1 Introduction 3 Religion and Ethics 5 Buddhism
2 Philosophy of Religion 4 The New Testament

contents

OCR Religious Studies for AS

Authors: Richard Gray is an experienced author, teacher and examiner.
Peter Cole is an experienced author, teacher and examiner.
Series Consultant: Michael Wilcockson is an experienced author, examiner and teacher.

978 0 340 95781 3  Sept 08 » 360pp  £17.99

Reflection and assessment AO1
T i vital fo bring together the mkmm lhl)utbﬂ.mwmilvﬁtand

recogne how it can be
amwens. The best way 0 do thin b o atk the queston: "How am | gaing o be
amewed an thn informanont’

Look back tr page f5 1 the Ienodisction to review the level dewripran for AC.
There 2 dewnptaon of the charsceer sl featares for cach lovel, The exam i
mmarked with reference to lovweh.

Look a¢ the following wmple level 2 aimwer - 2 response (o the quetion:
Bk it i ormcon wail it e i o A 23 k) Exam guidance is linked to the

The creation account of the universe is written in the Bible, in Genesls. It showa that God : ;
B e 2 oo mecoun Do shoos s s et i 0T assessment objectives and shows
mmmmum Godsraatea ald i b gond: fievt e ettt TS exactly what students need to do
m’ MWI BuUn, Moon A . .

‘the fifth day he creatad animals and then finally humans a8 the pinnacle of hia creation. to achieve hlgh grades
On the seventh day he rested. Many people think that the seven days creation |s not a
liveral seven days but seven pericds. Others argue that it is Fteral and evolution is wrong.
It shows God creating from nothing. He io purponeful as it was a deliberate creation rather
shan an accident, It alse shows his power o be able to do such a great act. He is almighty
and all powerful.

The Paalms are good examples showing God's natare In ereation. For example 'He doss.
whatever he pleases’. Christians believe Jesus shows God's love for the world.
e ———]
Check for mserial that i ircbevant o material that i not explained. The smwer
sbould be orgambed in a sequential way s the reader follows a clear line of
thought and development.

Suggestion for a further activity

Proshice a spider duggram for the followitg qicstian:

Explisn what creatson revesh sbout God o 3 crdisnean. (25 marks)

Your spader dasgram will meed 1o break down the eway title inao i companent vl descripton and
i it = TR et s, e chracuceice o 2

Order now using
the form on the

— back page




Hodder Education is working with Edexcel to gain endorsement for this title.

Making the new specification
work for you.

This book has been written specifically for the 2008
Edexcel AS Religious Studies specification, in consultation
with senior examiners. The depth of content required for
AS level is complemented by a skills-based approach that
develops students’ abilities at both AO1 and AO2 whilst
simultaneously working through the specification, which is

followed closely. Access to the highest levels awarded in
the examination are a particular focus through careful
analysis and opportunities for practising ways in which to

AS RELIGIOUS STUDIES FOR EDEXCEL

improve as the course unfolds.

This book has been designed as a
practical tool to bridge the gap between
the specification content as delivered in
the classroom and the way in which

{y HoDDER

o

mmu&-‘ el 4 (— ; G
activities prepare the candidate for the oo ‘\Y ]
N N . . the terme “Hindu', it iy =
examination; in other words, not just the  peblom amivig o s
‘what’ but the ‘how’. In line with this ooy e e i
approach, each chapter is broken down o i
. . . i . clearly central but il
into units that mirror the specification within the ctegery. Cakt
. Gavin Flood, An |
content and include: Tnoducien s | — i
i Tharn ween officially 1 provinces, within which wers seversl
___ L.l Tuler, e [ nd
#round she Ganges basin,
[ | Learnil’]g ObjeCtiveS — what the “Thie sy of Dudkdhom begans with the relighom, social and historical contest of
. o6 I the life and work of the Boddba, The life and work of the Buddha ha 2 wide
students are required to know and the i e g e e o e b weld o et il b
skills they should develop g oo S o i i M P a0
i Minister of iy ihis ook for your notes a» the examination questions will be derived from

Tasks with learning objectives
identified

Staged opportunities for reflection and
assessment

Exam and study tips

The text provides coverage for the
popular Philosophy of Religion and
Ethics units, as well as Buddhism,
Islam and New Testament

Quotations from relevant texts help to
reinforce the content

" thew topic arcn.
© Remember, in sudying for AS, three vital parts of the baic awesment objectives

will consuantly be refered s

& Kpowledge (AD1)

® Underuanding (AO1}

& Evaluasion (AO2)

Tor these ey anewment ohjectives at AS level, see the Ineroduction an page 12
That mears that everything you will study in the fallowing sections (and
Hhrusghous this book) aunt be baied an thee principlen This book e the
evience sed exsenples given wall be selevane e appeopeiste ane, becane
focues oaly for the contexs Sor AD that in given by the Edexcel specification,
The evabuation material for AO2 willl be directly ainved rowards helping you
*sustain 3 critical line of argument’, but sbo to ustify 3 point of view',

1 India at the time of the Buddha (e480 BCE)

India ar the nane of the Buddha was very different from the India we know wday.
Modern India b a varicey of religion traditions wigh differont worldvion,
Within these worldviews. there i 3 varicsy of cultural aned rogonsl dferencos that
produes 3 diverary of el cxprewon,




Introduction
2 Philosophy of Religion

3 Religion and Ethics
4 The New Testament

5 Buddhism
6 Islam

(']
b
=
[}]
o)
=
o
o

Key words are defined so that

students can build a

Brahminism
# ritwal and sscrifice
® Dirahirsss and sumss

o mefilarion.

e
comprehensive vocabulary

Ax the time of the Buddius (480400 DCE), the eeligives and philosophical idess
E=STTENGRTEN were o low complicated. Although Cheistianicy. Iiam snd Sahism were not et
Beahminism refigion  foundod, other “religiom” and philosophics existed. Some of these do not exist in
upern pebestly thear oegaal S wodsy. There wonkd have been msch guesthoniag snd debate

rituals smd sacrifices both within sed berween these group.

2 The identity of Hinduism

Thie st religiiin kes we nond 10 combder B Hindumin. What & Hindubun?
Mty schodar huve diugreed sbous the snvwes to this question, Gavis Flood
sckmis theat any definition has Fuzzy edgey’, Julits Lipner presents s vasiety of
from scholars, and IFaul Dundas quotes the Indian Constinucion (article
25) w0 indicae dur todey we defime Hinduium in in beosdest sense.
The ward ‘Hinduism' wa ariginally used to identify the proples, cultures and
relsgonn of the Tadus Valley, o it win known, 1 this scme the seren did ot really
describe 8 st of belich or practices. However, with the developencnt in the
mcaning of the wond *Hindaha’, attemps have heen made o define what
Hinduisem is now.

Withont expluring all posibilities, we can give 3 gereral dofinstion of Hisdumm in
e e

ancient. it is the fourth
mmwmu\‘l Mnmmuﬂummn
mﬁm uwm mm

1 'num.n...nrmml. Hn-hmnwhmwllmdq including ol varierics
of eelijgho expresion wrroundisg populsr Hindu deities such o Beabana,
Vishma and Siva, or the Godde, This type of Himdusm b differeet from
Jainm, i and Sakhim. Popular Hind practices all shars deas sbout
the d scul, the  daily wonhip, meditation
and the -induawmh‘nhghhm can achieve liberation.
2 A religiom wadiion thit onginates from within India sharing she prnciples of
reincarnarion and karms, thus includieg Boddhéun, Janien and Sikhium,

Thie first definition is nost appropriate for the purpote of this book, bat it is
important to recognize that thiv s not the only defintion = scholan ill debate in
SpPTpriatTe.

3 Brahminism

e particulsr arca of Hinduism from the time of the Buddha b aften referred
a Birahminism, To the north-cast of India, m the area sarmounding the Ganges
b, s ehe area whhere the Bodidha (Siddhanths Gautansa) was accive. Bom
asoannd 4810 BEE e wealthy parenes, sonsetimnes refesred po 2 the local *royaley’,
Siddhartha (s prince) would have been very familiar with the religios sdeas of
Beabmanism,

"

Edexcel Religious
Studies for AS

Authors:

Richard Gray is an experienced
author, teacher and examiner.

Peter Cole is an experienced
author, teacher and examiner.

978 0 340 95780 6 ® Dec 08
360pp © £17.99

Order now using
the form on the
back page
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